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BIOGRAPHY. 


LIFE OF THE REV. WILLIAM TENNENT. 


CONTINUED FROM VOL. 11. PAGE 320, 


‘Tre writer of thefe memoirs was greatly interefted by 
thefe uncommon events ; and, on a favorable occafion, ear= 
mneftly prefled Mr. Tennent for a minute account of what hie 
views and apprehenfions were, while he lay in this extraore 
dinary ftate of fufpended animation. He difcovered great 
reluctance to enter inte avy explanation of his perceptions 
and feelings at this time; but, being importunately urged 
to do it, he at length confented, and proceeded with a fo. 
lemiuity not to be defcribed. 

‘© While [ was converfing with my brother,” faid he, ‘on 
the {late of my foul, and the fears I had entertained for my 
future welfare, I found myfelf, in an inftant, in another fate 
of exiftence, under the dire@tion of another being, who or= 
dered me to follow him. I was according! y watted alongs 
ir kknow not how, till I beheld at a difiance an ineffable glory, 
the impreffion of which on my mind it is impoflinie to com= 

municate to mortal man. [immediately reflected on my 
happy change, and thought, Weil, blefled be God! I am 
fafe at laft, notwithflanding all my fears. 1 faw an innue 
merable hoft of happy beings, furrounding the inexprefible 
glory, in ats of adoration and joyous worfhip; but i did 
not fee any bodily thape or reprefentation in the glorious 
appearance. I heard things unutterable. I heard their 
fongs and hallelujahs, of thankfgiving and praife, w ith une 
Speakable rapture. A felt joy unutterable and full of glorye 
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¥ then applied to my conduétor, and requefted leave to jor: 
the happy throng. On which he tapped me on the fhoulder, 
and faid, * You muft return to the earth,’ This feemed 
like a {word through my heart. In an inftant I recclle& 
to have feen my brother ftanding before me, difputing with 
the doétor. The three days, during: which I had appeared 
lifelefs, feemed to me not more than ten or twenty minutes. 
She idea of returning to this world of forrow and trouble, 
gave me fuch a fhock, that I fainted repeatedly.” He ade 
ded, * Such was the effect on my mind of what I had feen 
and heard, that if it be poffible for a human being to live ene 
tirely above the world.and the things of it, for fome time 
afterwards I was that perfon. The ravifhing founds of 
‘tie fongs and hallelujahs that [ heard, and the very words 
that were uttered, were not out of my ears, when awake, 
for at leaft three years. All the kingdoms of the earth were 
in my fights nothing and vanity ; and fo great were my ideas 
ef heavenly glory, that ncthing, which did not, in fome mea 
fure, relate to it. could command my ferious attention.” 

It is not furprifing, that after fo affeCting an account, 
¥trong folicitude fhould have been felt for further informa. 
tion as to the words, or at leaft the fubjeéts of praife and 
adoration, which Mr. Tennent had heard. But when he 
was requefted to communicate thefe, he gave a decided ne- 
Bative, adding, * You will know them, with many other 
particulars hereafter, as you will find the whole among my 
papers ;” alluding to his intention of leaving the writer here= 
of his executor, which precluded any further folicitatiou.* 
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* Jt was soordered in the ceurse of Divine Providence, 
that the writer was sorely disappointed in his expectation of 
ebtaining the papers here alluded to. Such, however, was 
the will of Heaven! Mr. Tennent’s death happened during 
the revolutionary war, when the enemy seperated the writer 
Jrom h:m,so as to render it impracticable to attend him ona 
dying bed; und before it was possible for the writer to get 
to his house afier his death, (the writer being with the Ame- 
rican army at the Vailey Forge) his son came from Charlese 
ton, and took his mother, and his Jather’s papers and 
property, and returned te Carouna. About 50 miles from 
Charleston, the son was suddenly tuken sick, and aied among 
entre strangers; and never since, though the writer was ale 
so left executor to the son, could any trace of the Juiker’s pase 
pers be discovered by him, 
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The pious and candid reader is left to his own refieCtions 
on this very extraordinary occurrence. The faéts have 
been ftated, and they are unqueftionable. The writer will 
only afk, whether it be contrary to revealed truth, or to reas 
fon, to believe, that in every age of the world inftances like 
that which is here recorded, have occurred, to furnifh /- 
ving testimony of the reality of the invifible world, and of 
the infinite importance of eternal concerns? 

As foon as circumflances would permit, Mr, Tennent 
was licenfed, and began to preach the everlafting gofpel with 
great zeal and fuccefs. The death of his brother John. 
who had been fome time fettled as minifter of the Pri fby- 
terian church at Freehold, in the county of Monmouth, 
New- Jerfey, left that congregation in a deftitute ftate.— 
They had experienced fo much fpiritual benefit from the 
indefatigable labours, and pious zeal of this able minifter of 
Jefus Chrift, that they foon turned their a:tention to his 
brother, who was received on trial, and after one year, was 
found to be no unworthy fucceffor to fo excellent a prede« 
ceffor. in Otober, 1733, Mr. Tennent was regularly or. 
dained their paftor, and continued fo through the whole of 
2 pretty long life; one of the beft proofs of minifterial fides 
lity. 

Although his falary was but {mall, (it 1s thought under 
100/.) yet the glebe belonging to the church was an excel. 
lent plantation, on which he lived, and which, with care and 
good farming, was capable of maintaing a family with come 
fort. But his inattention to the things of this world was fo 
great, that he left the management of his temporal concerns 
wholly to a faithful fervant, in whom he placed great confis 
dence. After a fhort time he found his worldly affairs 
were becoming embarrafled. His fteward reported to him 
that he was in debt to the merchant between 20/, and 30/. 
and he knew of no means of payment, as the crops had fal. 


"= len fhort. Mr. Tennent mentioned this to an intimate 


friend, a merchant of New-York, who was on a vifit at his 


 houfe. His friend told him, that this mode of life would 
> not do, that he mutt get a wife, to attend to his temporal af- 
% fairs, and to comfort his leifure hours by conjugal endear. 
> ments. He fmiled at the idea, and affured him, it never 
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a could be the cafe, unlefs fome friend would provide one for 


eA him, for he knew not how to go about it. His friend told 
>) him he was ready to undertake the bufinefs; that he had a 





©) fitler-in law, an excellent woman, of great piety, a widow, 
> of his own age, and one peculiarly fuited in all refpects te 
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his charaéter and circumftances. In fhort, that fhe was 
every thing he ought to look for; and if he would go with 
him to New-York the next day, he would fettle the negoci, 
ation forhim. ‘To thishe foon affented. ‘The next even, 
ing found him in that city, and before noon, the day after, 
he was introduced to Mrs. Nobles He was much pleafed 
with her appearance ; and, when left alone with her, abs 
ruptly told her, that he f{uppofed her brother had informed 
her ot his errand; that neither his time nor inclination 
would fuffer him to ufe much ceremony ; but that if fhe ap. 
proved the meafure he would attend his charge on the next 
Sabbath, and return on Monday, be married and immedi, 
ately take her home. The lady, with fome hefitation and 
difficulty, at laft confeated, being convinced that his fituatioa 
and circumitances rendered it proper. Thus, in one week, 
fhe found herfelf miftrefs of his houfe. She proved a moft 
invaluable treafure to him, more than anfwering every thing 
faid of her by anaffeCtionate brother, She took the care 
of his temporal concerns upon her, extricated him from 
debt, and, by a happy union of prudence and economy, fo 
managed ali his worldly bufinefs, that in a few years hie 
circumflances became eafy and comfortable. In a word, 
in her was literally fulfilled the declaration of Solomon, 
that ‘ a virtuous woman is a crown to her hufband, and that 
her price is far above rubies.’ Befides feveral children 
who died in infancy, he had by her three fons, who attained 
the age of manhood; John, who ftudied phyfic, and died in 
the Weit-Indies when about thirty years of age; William, 
a man of fuperior character, and minilter of the Independ. 
ent church in Charleflon, South. Carolina, who died the late 
ter end of September or beginning of October, A. Dv. 1777, 
about thirty-feven years old; and Gilbert, who alfo praéti- 
fed phyfic, and died at Freehold before his father, aged 28 
years. Tew parents could boaft three fons of a more manly 
or handfome appearance; and the father gave them the 
moti liberal education that the country could afford. 

Mr. ‘Tennent’s inattention to earthly things continuedtill 
his elde{t fon was about three years old, when he led him 
cut into the fields on a Lord’s day after public woifhip.— 
“Lhe defign of the walk was for religious meditation. As 
he went along, accidentally cafting his eye on the child, a 
thought fuddenly flruck him, and he afked himfelf this quef> 
tion: “ Should God in his providence take me hence, what 
would be come cf this child and its mother, for whom { have 
wever taken any perfonal care to meke provifion? tlow can 
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¥ anfwer this negligence to God and to them?”? The imi 
propriety of his inaitcatioa to the relative duties of life, 
which God had called him to; and the confidcration of the 
facred declaration, * that he who does not provide for his 
own houfhold, has denied the faith and is worfe than an in, 
fidel,’? had fuch an impreflive eff-¢} on his mind, that it al 
moft deprived him of his fenies, He faw his concuét, 
which before he thought arofe entirely from a deep fenfe 
of divine things, in a point of light iu which he never before 
had viewed it. He immediately attempted to return hom 
but fo great was his diftrets, that it was with difficulty he 
could get along, till, all at once, he was relieved by fude 
denly recurring to that text of Scripture, which came into 
his mind with extraordinary force, * But unto the tribe of 
Levi Mofes gave not any inheritance, the Lord God of Iie 
rael was their inheritance.’ Such, however, was the «fe& 
of this unexpected fcene on Mr, Tennent’s mind and judg- 
ment, that ever afterwards he prudently attended to the 
temporal! bufinefs of life, ftill, however, in perfect fubordi- 
nation to the great things of eternity, and hecame filly cone 
vinced that God was to be faithfully ferved, as well by dif, 
charging relative duties in his love and fear, as by the more 
immediate acts of devotion. He elearly perceived, that 
every duty had its proper time and place, as well as motives 
that we had aright, and were called of God, to eat and 
drink, and to be properly clothed; and of courfe that care 
fhould be takento procure thofe things, provided that all 
be done to the glory of God. In the duties of a golpel wi- 
nifter, however, efpecially as they related to his paftoral 
charge, he {till engaged with the urmoft zeal and faithful. 
nefs; and was efleemed by all ranks and degrees, as far as 
his labours extended, as a fervent, ufeful, and fuccefsful 
preacher of the gofpel. 

His judgment of mankind was fuch, as to give hima mare 
ked fuperiority, in this refpect, over his contemporaries, 
and greatly aided him in his mioifterial functions. He was 
{carcely ever millaken in the character of a maa with whom 
he converfed, though it was but furafew hours. He had 
an independant mind, which was feldom fatisficd on impor. 
tant fubjects without the beft evidence that was to be had. 
His manner was remarkably impreflive; and his fermons, 
although feldum polifhed, were gencraily delivered with 
fuch indefcribable power, that he was truly an able and fuca 
cefsful minifter of the New Teflament. He could lay 
things fromm the pulpit, which, if faid by almoit any other 
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man, would have been thought a violation of propriety. 
But by him they were delivered in a manner fo peculiar to 
himfelf, and fo extremely impreflive, that they feldom failed 
to pleafe and to infiruét. As an inflance of this, the follow- 
ing anecdote is given, of the truth of which the writer was 
a witneis. 

Mr. ‘S'ennent was paffing through a town in the ftate of 
New Jerfey, in which he was a ftranger, and had never 
preached, and flopping at a friends houfe to dine, was in- 
formed, that it was a day of fafting end prayer in the con. 
gregation, on account cf a very remarkable and fevere 
drought, which threatened the moft dangerous confequences 
to the fruits ofthe earth, His friend had juft returned 
from church, and the intermiffion was but half an hour.— 
Mr. Tennent was requefted to preach, and with great diffi. 
culty confented, as he withed to proceed on his journey.— 
At church the people were furprifed to fee a preacher, whole 
ly unknown to them, and entirely unexpected, afcend the 
puloit. His whole appearance, being ina travelling drefs, 
covered with duft, wearing an oldfafhioned large wig, dif, 
coloured like hiz clothes, and a long meagre vifage, engae 
ged their attention, and excited their curiofity. On his ris 
{ing up, inflead of beginning to pray, as was the ufual prac. 
tice, he looked around the congregation, with a piercing eye 
and earnefi attention, and after a minute’s profound filence, 
he addreffed thern with great folemnity in the following 
words: “ My beloved brethren! I am told vou have 
come here to-day to taft and prav; a very good work ine 
ceed, provided you have come with a fincere defire to glori« 
fy God thereby. But if your defign is merely to comply 
with a cuftomary practice, or with the wifh of your church 
officers, you are guilty of the greateft folly imaginable, as 
you had much better have ftaid at home, and earned your 
three fhillings and fixpence.* Butif your minds are in, 
ceed impreffed with the folemnity of the occafion, and you 
are really defirous of humbling yourfelves before Almighty 
God, your heavenly Father, come, join with me and let us 
pray.” ‘This had an effet fo uncommon and extraordinae 
ry on the congregation, that the utmoft ferioufnefs was uni- 
verfally manifelted. ‘The prayer and the fermon added 
greatly to the impreflions already made, and tended to roufe 
the attention, influence the mind, command the affeétions, 
and increafe the temper, which had been fo happily produ- 
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eed. Many had reafon to blefs God for this unexpefted. 
vifit, and to reckon this day one of the happietft of their lives. 
While on this fubje&t, we may introduce another anec- 
dote of this wonderful man, to fhow the dealings of God 
with him, and the deep contemplations of his mind. He 
was attending the duties of the Lord’s day in his own cone 
gregation as. ufual, where the cultom was to have morning 
and evening fervice with only a half hour’s intermiffion to 
relieve the attention, He had preached in the morning, 
and in the intermiffion had walked into the woocls for mee 
ditation, the weather being warm. He was reflecting onthe 
infinite wif{dom of God, as manifefted in all his works, and 
particularly in the wonderful method of falvation, through 
the death and fufferings of his beloved Son, This fubjec& 
fuddenly opened on his mind with fuch a flood of light, thas 
his views of the glory, and the infinite majefty of Jehovah, 
were fo inexpreffibly great, as entirely to overwhelm him, 
and he fe}l almoft lifelefs, to the ground. When he had ree 
vived a little, all he could do was to raife a fervent praver, 
that God would withdraw himfelf from him, or that he mult 
perifh under a view of his ineffable glory. When able ta 
reflect on his fituation, he could not but abhor himfelf as a 
weak and defpicable worm, and feemed to be overcome 
with aftonifhment, that a creature fo unworthy and infuf- 
ficient, had ever dared to attempt the inftruction of his fel. 
low men in the nature and attributes of fo glorious a Being. 
Overftaying his ufual time, fome of his elders went in fearcl 
of him, and found him proftrate on the ground, unable te 
rife, and incapable of informing them of the caufe. ‘lhey 
raifed him up, and after fome time brought him to the 
church, and fupported him to the pulpit, which he afcend- 
ed on his hands and knees, to the no {mall aftonifhment of 
the congregation. He remained filent a confiderable time, 
earneftly fupplicating Almighty God (as he told the writer} 
to hide himfelf from him, that he might be enabled to ad- 
drefs his people, who were by this time loft in wonder to 
know what had produced this uncommon-event. His pray 
ers were heard, and he became able to ftand up, by hold« 
ing to the defk. He now began the moft affecting and pas 
thetic addrefs, that the congregation had ever received from 
him. He gave a furprifing account of the views he had, of 
the infinite wifdom of God, and greatly deplored his own 
incapacity to {peak to chem concerning a Being fo infinitely 
giorious beyond all his powers of defcription. He attempt- 
ed to fhow fomething of what had been difcovered. to him 
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of the aftonifhing wifdom of Jehovalt, of which it was ime 
poMble for human nature to form adequate conceptionse 
He then broke out into fo fervent and expreffive a prayer, as 
greatly to furprife the congregation, and draw tears from 
everyeye. A fermon followed, that continued the folemn 
fcene, aod made very lafting imprefhions on all the hearers. 

The great increafe of communicants in his church was a 
good evidence of his paftoral care and powerful preaching, 
ms it exceeded that cf moft churches in the fynod. But his 
labours were not confined to the pulpit. He was indefatie 

able in bis endeavours to communicate in private families 
a favour cf the knowledge of fpiritual and divine things. 
In his parochial vifite he ufed regularly to go through his 
congregation in order fo asto carry the unfexrchable riches 
ef Chrift to every houfe. He earneftly prefied it on the 
confcience of parents to infirufi their children at home by 
Plain and eafy queftions, fo as gradually to expand their 
young minds, aud prepare them for the reception of the 
more prattical dofirines of the gofpel. Inthis, Mr. Ten. 
went has prefented an excellent example to his brethren in 
the minifiry ; for certain it 1s, that more good may be done 
Wma congregation, by this domeftic mode of inftruction, 
than any one can imagine, who has not made the trial 
Children and fervants are in this way prepared for the 
teachings of the fan&tuary, and to reap the full benefit of the 
word publicly preached. He made it a pra¢iice in ali thefe 
vifits to enforce practical religion on ail, high and low, rich 
and poor, young and old, mafter and fervant. ‘Io this he 
was particularly attentive, it being a favourite obfervation 
bg him, ** that he loved a religion that a man could live 

¥. 

Mr. Tennent carefully avoided the difcuffion of contro. 
verfial fubje&ts, unlefs {pecially called to it bv particular 
circumltances, and then he was ever ready to affign the reas 
fen of his faith. The following occurrence will fhow the 
general ftate cf his mind and feelings in regard to fuch fube 
jeéts. A couple of young clergymen, vifiting at his houfe, 
entered into a difpute on the queflion, at that time much 
controverted in New-F.ngland, whether faith or repentance 
were firft in order, in the converfion of a finner. Not being 
able to determine the point, they agreed to make Mr. Tens 
nent their umpire, and to difpute the fubjedt at length be. 
fore him. He accepted the propofal, and after a folemn des 
bate for fome time, his opinion being atked, he very grave. 
ly took his pipe from his mouth, looked out of his window, 
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pointed to a man ploughing on a hill at fome diftance, and 
afked the young clergymen if they knew that man: on their 
an{wering in the negative, he told them it was one of his el- 
ders, who to his full conviétion, had been a fincere Chrif. 
tian for more than thirty years. ‘+ Now,” faid Mr. Ten. 
nent, ‘‘ afk him, whether faith or repentance came firlt, 
what do you think he would fay ?”” They faid they could not 
tell. ‘* Then,” fays he, * [ will tell you: he would fay 
that he cared not, which came firft, but that he had got 
them both. Now, my friends,” he added, ‘be careful 
that you have both a true faith, and a fincere repentance, 
and do not be greatly troubled, which comes firft.” It is not 
however, to be fuppofed by this, that Mr. Tennent was un- 
friendly to a deep and accurate examination of all impore 
tant theological doctrines. There were few men more ear- 
nefi than he to have young clergymen well inftruéted and 
thoroughly furnifhed for their work. This indeed was 
an object on which his heart was much fet, and which he 
exerted himfelf greatly to promote. 

Mr. Tennent was remarkably diftinguifhed for a pointed 
attention tc the particular circumftances and fituation of the 
affliéted, either in body co mind, and would vifit them with 
as much care and attent’on as a phyfician, and frequently 
indeed proved an able oae, to both foul and body. But his 
greateft talent was thai of a peace-maker, which he pof. 
feffed in fo eminent a degree, that probably none have ex- 
ceeded, and very few have equalled him in it. He wae 
fent for, far and near, to fettle difputes, and heal difficulties, 
which arofe in congregations ; and happily for thofe con. 
cerned, he was generally fuccefsful. indeed, he feldom 
would relinquith his objeét till he had accomplifhed it. 

But while this man of God was thus fuccefsful ia prow 
moting the beftrinterefts of his fellow creatures, and ia 
advancing the glory of his Lord and Matter, the great ene- 
my of mankind was not likely to obferve the deftruction of 
his kingdom without making an effort to preventit. As he 
affaited our bleffed Saviour in the days of his fiefh with all 
his art and all his power, so has he always made the faith. 


> ful followers of the Redeemer the objects of his inveterate 


malice. If the good man, of whom we write, was great- 
ly honoured by peculiar communications from on high, he 
was alfo very often the fubje&t ot the fevere buffetings of 
that malignant and fallea f{pirit. 

The time of which we are now [peaking was remarkable 
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confiderably inftrumental, and in which a Mr, David Rowe 
land, brought up with Mr. Tennent at the Log College, 
was alfo very remarkable for his fuccefstul preaching among 
all ranks of people.* Poffeffing a commanding eloquence, 
as weil as other eftimable qualities, he became very popu. 
lar, and was much celebrated throughout the country. His 
celebrity and fuccefs were fubjedls of very ferious regret to 
many carelefs worldings, who placed all their happinefs inthe 
enjoyment of temporal objzéts, and confidered,and reprefent. 
ed Mr. Rowland and bis brethren as fanatics and hypocrites, 
This was fpecially applicable to many of the great men of 
the then province of New-Jerfey, and particularly to the 
chief juflice who was well known for his dibelief of Reve. 
lation. There was at this time, prowling through the coun. 
try, a noted man ov the name of Tom Bell, whofe know. 
ledge and underflanding were very confiderable, anc who 
greatly exeelled in low art and cunning. His mind was to- 
tally debafed, and his whole condué\ betrayed a foul capa. 
ble of defcending to every {pecies of iniquity. In all the 
arts of theft, rovbery, fraud, deception, and defamaticn, 
he was fo deeply fkilied, and fo thoroughly pradtifed, that 
itis believed, he never had his equal in this country. He 
had been indiéted in almolt every one of the middle colo 
nies; but his ingenuity and cunning always enabled him to 
efcape punifhment. This man unhappily refembled Mr, 
Rowland in his external appearance, fo as hardly to be 
known from him, without the mot careful examination. 

It fo happened, that Tom ell arrived one evening, at 
a tavern, in Pinceton, dre ffedin a dark, parfon’s gray frock. 
On his enterivg the tavern about dufk, the late John Stock. 
ton, Efq.of that town, a pious and ref{peétable man to whom 
Mr. Rowland was well kaown, went upto Bell, and ad. 
drefied him as Mr. Rowland, and was inviting him to go 
home with him. Beil effured bim of his miftake. It was 
with tome cdificutty that Mr. Stockton acknowledged his 
error, and then informed Bell, that it had arifen trom his 
great refemblance to Mr. Rowland. This hint was fuf. 
ficient for the prolific gcnius of that notorious impofter. The 
next day, Bell went into the county of Hunterdon, and top. 
ped in acongregation where Mr. Rowland had formerly 
preached once or twice, but where he wes not intimately 
known, Here he mat witha member of the congregation, 
to whom he introduced himfelf as the Rev. Mr. Rowland, 
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who had preached to them fome time before. This gen- 
tleman immediately iavited him to his houfe, to fpend the 
week; and begged him, as the people were without a mi- 
nifler, to preach for them on the next Sabbath, to which 
Bell agreed, and notice was accordingly given to the neigh- 
bourhood. Whe impoftor was treated with every mark of 
attention and refpedl ; and a private room was afligned to 
him, asa fludy, to prepare for the Sabbath. The facred 
day arrived, and he was invited toride to chureh with the 
ladies in the family waggon, and the majter of the houfe ace 
companied them on an elegant horfe. When they had ar- 
rived near the church, Beli on a fudden difcovered, that he 
had left his notes in his ftudy, and propofed to ride back fur 
them on the fine horfe, by which means he fiould be able 
to return in time for the fervice. Vhis propofal was inflant. 
ly agreed to, and Bell mounted the horfe, returned to the 
houfe, rifled the defk of his holt, and made off with the 
horfe. Wherever he flopped, he called himfclf the Rev. 
David Rowland. 

At the time this event took place, Meffis. Tennent and 
Nowland had gone iato Pennfylvania or Marylind, with 
Mr. Jofhua Anderfon and Mr. Benjamin Sievens, (both 
members of a church contiguous to that where Bell had 
practifed his fraud) on buguels ofarciigious nature, Sooa 
after their return Mr. Rowland was charged with the above 
robbery; he gave bonds to appear at the court at Trenton, 
and the affair made a great noife throughout the colony. At 
the court of oyer and terminer, the judge charged the grand 
jary onthe fubject with great feverity. After long confide- 
ration, the jury returned into court without finding a bill, 
‘Dhe judge reproved them, ia an angry manner, aod orders 
ed them out again. Whey again returned without finding 
« bill, and were again fent out with threatenings of fevere 
punifhment if they perfifled in their refufal. At lalt they 
agreed, and brought ina bill for the alledg-d crime. Oa 
tue trial, Mefirs. Tennent, Anderfon, and Stevens appear 
ed as witneffes, and fully proved an aid: ia favour of Nir. 
}iowland, by fwearing that un the very day on which the rob- 
bery was committed, they were with Mr. Rowland, and 
heard him preach, bee Pennfylvania or Maryland. 1 he jue 
ty, accondingly, acquitted him without hefitation, to the 
great difappointmenz and mortification of his profecutors, 
end of many other enemies to the great revival cf religion 
that had recently taken place ; but to the great Jov of the 
ferious and well difpifed. ‘The fpirits hoftile to the fpread 



















mee 12 ome 


of the gofpel were not, however, fo eafily overcome. Ya 
their view, an opportunity was now prefented, favourable 
to inflif&t a deep wound on the caufe of Chriftianity ; and, 
as if urgedon by the malice of man’s great enemy, they 
yefolved that no meens fhould be left untried, no arts uns 
employed, for the deftruétion of thefe diftinguifhed fervants 
of God. Many and various were the circumftances which 
{till contributed to infpire them with ‘opes of fuccefs. The 
teftimony of the perfon who had been robbed was pofitive 
that Mr. Rowland was the robber; and this teftimony was 
coroborated by that of anumber of individuals, who had 
feen Tom Bell perfonating Mr. Rowland, ufing his name, 
and in poffeffion of the horfe. Thefe fons of Belial had been 
able, atter great induftry ufed for the purpofe, to collect a 
a mafs of evidence of this kind, which they confidered as 
eftablifhing the fat; but Mr. Rowland, was now out of 
their power by the virdi& of not guilty. Their vengeance, 
therefore, was dire&ted againft the witneffes, by whofe tef- 
timony he had been cleared; and they were accordingly 
arraigned for perjury before a court of quarter feffions in the 
county ; and the grand jury received a ftriét charge, the 
plain import of which was, that thefe men ought to be in- 
diéted. After an examination of the teftimony on one fide on- 
ly, as is the cuftom in fuch cafes, the grand jury did ac- 
cordingly find bills of indiétment againft Meflrs. Tennent, 
Anderfon and Stevens, for wilful and corrupt perjury. Their 
enemies, and the encmies of the gofpel, now began to trie 
umph. They gloried in the belief, that an indeliable fain 
would he fixed upon the profeflors of religiont; and that 
this new light, by which they denominated all appearance of 
piety, would foon be extinguifhed forever. 

Thefe indiétments were removed to the fupreme court ; 
and poor Mr. Anderfon, tiving in the county, and confcious 
of his entire innocence, could aot brook the idea cf lying un- 
der the odium of the hateful crime of perjury, and demand. 
ed a trial at the firft court of oyer and terminer. This pro- 
ved moft ferioufly irjurious to him, for he was pronounced 
guilty, and moft crucily and unjutlly condemned to fland one 
hour on the court houfe fleps, with a paper on his breatt, 
whereop was written, in large letters, « This is for wilful 
and corrupt perjury; which fentence was executed upon him. 

Mefirs, }epnent and Stevens were fummoned to appear 
atthe next court ; and attended eccordingly, cependiag on 
the aid of Mr. John Coxe, an eminent lawyer, who had been 
ptevioufly employed to condu@ their defence. As Mr. 
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Tennent was wholly unacquainted with the nature of foren« 
fic litigation, and did not know of any perfon living who 
could prove his innocence, (all the perfons who were with 
him being indiéted) his only refource and confolation wa 
to commit himfelf to the Divine will, and if he mutt fuffer, 
to take it as from the hand of God, who, he well koew, 
could make even the wrath of man to praife him; and cone 
fidering it as probable that he might fuffer. he had prepared 
a fermon to be preached from the pillory, if that fhould be 
his fate. On his arrival at Prenton, he found the famous 
IMr. Smith of New York, father of the late chief juftice of 
Canada, one of the ableft lawyers in America, and of a reli- 
gious character, who had voluntarily attended to aid in his 
defence; alfo his brother Gilbert, who was now fettled in 
the pafloralcharge of the fecond Prefbyterian church in 
Philadelphia, and who had brought Mr. John Kinfey, one 
of the firft counfellors of that city, forthe fame putpofe.— 
Meffis. Tennent and Stevens met thefe gentiemen, at Mr. 
Coxe’s the morning before the trial wastocomeon. Mr, 
Coxe requefted that they would bring in their witneffles, 
that they might examine them previoufly to their going into 
court. Mr. Fennent anfwered, that he did not know of any 
witneffes but God and his own confcience. Mr. Coxe res 
pried, * If you have no witneffes, Sir, the trial muft be put 
off, otherwife you moft certainly will be convi¢ted. You 
well know the ftrong teftimony that will be brought againit 
you, and the exertions that are making to accomalifh your 
ruin.” Mr. Tennent replied, “ I am fenfible of all this, 
yet it never fhall be faid that I have delayed the trial, or 
been afraid to meet the juflice of my country. 1 know my 
own innocence, and that God, whofe I am, and whom [ 
ferve, will never fuffer me to fall by thefe {nares of the de- 
vil, or by the wicked machinations of his agents or fervants. 
Therefore, gentlemen, go onto the trial.” Mellre. Smith 
and Kirfev, who were both religious men, told him that his 
confidence and truft in God as a Chriftian minifler cf the gof- 
pel, was well founded, and before aheavenly tribunal would 
be all important to him; but affured him it would not avail 
in an earthiy court, and urged his confent to put off the 
tria’. Mr. Pennent continued inflexibie in his refufal; on 
which Blr. Coxe told him that, ince he was determined to 
goto trial, he head the fatisfz&tion of informiag him, that 
they hed difcovered a flaw inthe indi€ment, which might 
prove favourable to himona demurrer. Ue afked for an 
explanation, and on fiading that it was to admit the factina 
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legal point of view, and reft on the law atifing from it, Mr. 
‘}ennent broke cut with great vehemence, faying, that this 
was another fnare of tne devil, and before he would 
confent to ithe would fuffer death, He affured his countel 
that his confidence in God was fo ftrong, and his aflurance 
that he would bring about his deliverance in fome way oF 
other, was fo great, that he did not wilh themto delay the 
tiial for a moment. 

Mr. Stevens, whofe faith was not of this defcription, 
and who was bowed down to the greund under the mott 
gloomy apprehenfions of fuffering, as bis neighbour Mr. 
Anderfon had done, eagerly feized the opportunity of ef, 
cape that was offered, and was alterwards diicharged on the 

xception. 

Mr. Coxe fill urged putting cff the trial, charging Mr. 
Tennent with ating the part rather of a wild enthufiaft, 
than of a meek and prudent Chriftian; but he infitted that 
they fhould proceed, and lete them in allonifhmeat, not 
knowing how to adi, whenthe bell fummoned them to court. 

Mr. J ennent had not walked far in the fireet, before he 
met a man and his wife, who flopped him, and «fked if his 
hamewasnot Teunent. He anfwered in the affirmative, 
end begged to know if they had any bufinefs with him.— 
“Lhe man replied, “ You bef know.” He told his pame, 
and faid that he was from a certain place (which he men. 
tioned) in Pennfylvenia or Meryland; that Meffre. Rowe 
Jand, ‘Qennent. Anderfon, ard Stevens hud lodged either 
at bis houfe, or in a houfe wherein he and his wile had been 
dervauts, (it is not now certain which) at a particular time, 
which he nemed; that on the following day they had heard 
Meffra, Vernent and Rowland preach; that fome nights 
hefore they Je ft home, he end his wife waked cut of a found 
fleep, and exch told the other a dream, which had juft oc- 
curred, aud which proved tu be the fame in fubitance, to 
wit, thathe, Mr. Tennent was at Trenton, in the greatelt 
pethble ciftrefs, and that it was in their power, acd theirs 
only, torcheve him, Confdering it as a remarkable dream 
only, they again went to fleep, and it was twice repeated 
precifely in the fime manner to bothofthem. ‘This made 
fo deep an imprefiion on their minds, that they fet off, aad 
here they were, and would know of bim what they were to 
co. Mr. Tennent immediately went with them to the 
court houfe, and his courfel cn examining the man and his 
wite, and fading their teflimony to be fullto the purpofe, 
Were, as they weil might be, in perfect afouithmcnt Bee 
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fore the trial began, another perfon, of alow character, call- 
ed on Mr. ‘l'ennent, and told him that he was fo haraffed ia 
confcience, for the part he had been aSting in this profecu- 
tion, that he could get no reft till he had determined to 
come and make a full confeffion. He fent this man to his 
counfel alfo. Soon after, Mr. Stockton from Princeton ane 
peared, and added his teftimony. = [n fhort, tt rgd went t» 
trial, and notwithilanding the utmoft exertions of the able/t 
counfel, who had been employed to aid the Attorney-Gene- 
ral againft Mr. Tennent, the advocates on his fide fo traced 
every movement of the defendant on the Saturday, Sunday, 
and Monday in queftion, and fatished the jury fo perfectly 
on the fubject, that they did not hefitate honouradly to ac. 
quit Mr. Tennent, by their unanimous verdict of nat cus. 
ty, to the great confufioa and mortification of his numerous 
oppofers. Mr. Vennent affured the writer of this, that du- 
ring the whole of this bufinefs, his (pirits never failed him, 
and that he contemplated the pofibility of his fuffering fo 
infamous a punifhment, as ftanding in the pillory, without 
difmay, and had made preparation, and was fully determi. 
ned, to deliver a fermon to the people in that fituation, if he 
fhould be placed in it. 

He went from Trenton to Philadelphia with his brother, 
and on his return, as he was rifing the hill at the entrance 
of [renton, without refleling on what had happened, he 
accidently caft his eyes on the pillory, which fuddenly fo 
filled him with horror, as completely to unman him, and ie 
was with great difficulty that he kept himfclf from falling 
from his horfe. He reached the tavern door in confidera- 
ble danger, was obliged to he affiited todifmount, and is 
was fome time before he could fo get the better of his fears 
and confuffion, as to proceed on his journey. Such is the 
conflitution of the human miod! Tt will often refill, with 
unthaken firmnet(’s the feverett external preffure anil ¥ iolences 
and fometimes it yields without reafon, when it has nothing 
to fear. Ov, fnould we not rather fay, fuch is the fuppore 
which God fometimes affords to his people in the time of 
their neceflity, and fuch the manner in which he leaves them 
to feel their own weakneis when that neceflity is palt, tnas 
all the praife may be given where alone it is duc. 

The writer fincerety rejoices, that though a number of 
the extraordinary incidents in the lite of Mr, Tennent can- 
not be vouched by public teltimony and authentic docu 
ments, yet the fingubar manver in which a gracious God 
did appear for this his faitiful fervantia the time of that 
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diftrefs, which has juft been noticed, isa matter of public 
ncevoriety, and capable of being verified by the moit uaquef- 
tionable teftimony and records. 

This fpecial inftance of the interference of the righteous 
Judge of all the earth ought to yield confolation to pious 
yeople in feafons of great difficulty and diflrefs, where there 
is none that feems able to deliver them. Yet it cought to 
:fford no encouragement to the enthufiaft, who refufles to 
ufe the means of prefervation and deliverance, which God 
puts inhis power. True confidence in God is always ac. 
companied with the ufe of all lawful means, aad with the 
rejection of all that are uolawtul. It confifts in an unfhaken 
belief, that while right means are ufed, God will give that 
iffue, which fhall be moft for his glory and his people’s 
good, ‘Whe extraordinary occurrence here recorded, ma 
alfo ferve a3 a folemn warning to the enemies of God’s peo- 
ple, and to the advocates of infidelity, not to ftrive by wick. 
ed and deep laid machinations to oppofe the fuccefs of the 
gofoel, nor to attempt to injure the perfons and characters 
of thofe faithful fervants of the Moft High, whom fooner or 
later he will vindicate to the unfpeakable contufion of all, 
who have perfecuted and traduced them. 


To be comtluded in the next number, 
eat (0) 


THE LIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER. 


CONTINUED FROM VOL. If, PAGE 262, 

A concave of the cardinals having examined Luther’s 
writings, condemned forty-one propofitions taken out of 
them; and the pope publifhed a fevere bull in June, 1520, 
declaring thofe propofitions falfe, fcandalous, and heretical. 
While Eckius, the mortal enemy of Luther, was commife 
fiened to put the bull in execution in Germany. —Luther’s 
books were publickly burnt in confequence of it; and in res 
turn, he alio publickly burnt the pope’s bull at Wittenberg, 
which he called the execrable bull of Antichriftl. But they 
were not content with burving Luther’s writings; they 
made ufs of all their intereft with Charles the fitth, who 
was crowned Emperor in 1520, to proceed againit Luther. 
And accordingly a diet was appointed to be held at Worms, 
in January, 1521. The diet refolved, that Luther thould 
be fummoned to appear, under the fanétion of a fafe con 
auc, which was granted him by the Emperor, whotent 
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proper perfons to attend him; with a private letter direthe 
ed, ‘ fo the honourable, beluved, devout, “ Dr. Martin 
Luther, of the order of St. Auguftine.”” = Luther’s frieads 
were uneafy for him; The mournful end of John Hufs in 
1415, at Conftanee recurred to them; They diffuaded him 
from going, when he made that ever memorable reply, * 
am determined to enter the city in the name of the Lord Je. 
fus Chrift, though as many devils fhould oppofe me, as there 
are tiles upon the houfes at Worms.” He was accompani« 
ed from Wittenberg, by fome divines, and one hundred 
horfe ; but he took only eight horfemen into Worms, where 
he arrived on the fixteenth of April: And when he ftept 
out of the coach he faid, “‘ God fhall be on my fide,” in the 
prefence of a great multitude, whom curiofity had fummon- 
ed to fee fo remarkable a perfon. 

Luther was treated with great refpect, and vifited, in the 
apartments appointed for him, by many princes, nobles, 
and divines. The next day he appeared before the very 
auguit diet: Eckius, as prolocutor, was ordered to afk ** Whe- 
ther he owned thofe books, that bore his name; and ‘*‘ Whe- 
ther he would retract or maintain what was contained in 
them.” Luther replied, with great refpeét, that, as ‘* the 
point in debate was of the higheft confequence, he defired 
time to give in a proper reply, without prejudice to the word 
of God, or of his own foul. The emperor granted hima 
day to confider the matter: While as he returned from the 
diet his friends on all hands advifed and exhorted him, ** not 
to fear thofe who could only kill the body—*‘* And when 
thou art before Kings, think not what thou fhalt fpeak, for 
it fhall be given to thee in that hour. 

But Luther had too much fenfe and knowledge of the 
Scripture to arrogate to himfelf an apottolical promife: He 
prepared therefore with all precaution and prudence for the 
enfuing day. When the queftions being propofed as be. 
fore; he replied, with a becoming modeity, and deference, 
that ‘* the books which bore his name, were written by him, 
faving what might be interpolated or added, by evil and de« 
figning men: He acknowledged his genuine writings. He 
proteited, that all he had written, was with a view to the 
glory of God, and the inftruélion of the faithful. But defi- 
red the affemby to confider, that his books were of three 
kinds: That in fome he treated only of piety and morality, 
in fuch a plain and evangelical manner, that his adverfaries 
acknowledged, they were innocent, profitable, and worthy 
tobe read by all Chriflians. What in others he had written 
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againft popery, which he could by no means retratt, fince, by 
fo doing, he fhould give force to thofe horrid errors and as 
bufes, which already had too much defiled the Chriftian 
world. Ina third fort, he had written againit thofe private 
perfons, who had oppofed the truths which he taught. ‘*In 
thefe, | contefs, faid he, 1 have fometimes been more fevere 
than I ovght. For I do not profefs myfelf a faint, nor do I 
difpute concerning my own life, but concerning the doétrine 
of Chrift!Q As lama man I may err, and therefore moft 
humbly declare, that if any man, high or low, will convince 
me of my error, by plain fcripture, [ am ready to revoke it, 
and burn my writings.” Eckius paffionately faid that he had 
not anfwered the queftion ; and iufifted that he fhould give 
a plain and direct aufwer,* Whether he would retract or not.” 
Luther replied, that “* He was not obliged to believe the 
pope or his councils, becaufe they erred in many things, 
and contradicted themfelves, that his belief was fo far tet- 
tled by the texts of fcripture, and his confcience engaged 
by the word of God, that he neither could nor wouid retract 
any thing ; becaufe it was neither fafe nor innocent for a man 
to act againft his confcience.” Another attempt being made 
to urge himto retract, he befought the Emperor, not to 
urge him to any fuch matter, that he could fay no more than 
he had before faid.—After this he was difmiffed from the 
affembly, and as he he pafled along, was treated with no 
{mall contempt and mockery. 

‘The emperor, at another meeting of the diet, propofed 
profcribing Luther, and all his adherents. This was very 
long and warmly debated, but came to nothing. The Roe 
mifh clergy began to iofinuate that * Faith was not to be 
kept with heretics,” and to advife the emperor to revoke the 
fafe conduét he had granted to Luther—But he made this 
generous reply, that if no faith was to be found in the reft of 
the world, it ought at leaft to be feea in a Roman emperor.” 
Many great perfonages conferred privately with Luther ; 
while he conftantiy declared that he was refolved to die rae 
ther than recede trom the word of God. 

At length on the 26thof April, the emperor ordered Lu- 
ther to depart immediately from Worms, under a fafe cone 
duét tor twenty one days. ‘The elector of Saxony, imagine 
ing that a very fevere edict would be publifhed againft Lu- 
ther, and being determined to protect him, ordered a troop 
of horfemen masked, to feize Luther in his return from 
Worms ; which accordingly was done, and he wes conveyed 
as if by vicicnce, to the cattle of Wartburgh, near Eifenach, 











= 


wa eve VY ay .. al 





where the eletor concealed him fourteen months. Luther 
called this retreat his Patmos: His enemies were folicitous, 
aud employed reputed wizards to find him out ; while many 
of his friends, who were not in the fecret, had very unealy 
apprehenfions, 

As the elector imagined, fo it happened. A fevere edict 
was publifhed by the emperor on the 29:h of May ; wherein 
he declared, that it was his duty to exuinguith hereties ; ‘*that 
Luther was a {chifmatic, and heretic ; that the fentence of 
the nope fhould be putin execution again{t him; and that 
no perfon fhould defend or protect him, under the p enalty 
of high treafon, and being put to the bar of the empire.” — 
This edict was penned by another rancorous enemy of Lu- 
ther’s, Alexander ; and fo replete with crimications was it, 
that nothing has even urged againft him, which may not be 
found in this edi&t—Luther gained high applavfe, by his 
behaviour at Worms, and was treated there with much ree 
fpec&t. His prefence of mind and intrepidity were noLle in 
the opinion of every one but himfelf; for he afterwards 
lamented, that he kad not been bolder in the caufe of God. 
Though he is faid to have had as much courage as Alexan. 
der and Julius Cefar put together. 

While he was in the caftle at Wartburg, he wrote feveral 
excellent pieces ; and in many letters to his friends, de- 
clared his ftrong effiance in God, his diftafte of controver. 
fy, his inward trials, and his earneft wifh to conclude his 
daysin peace. But alas, fo far was he from obtaining this 
peace, that he afterwards was engaged deeper in controvers 
fy than ever ; and in the worlt controverfy, amongit the ree 
formed themfelves, refpecling the facrament, sad other 
do&trinal points, wherein Luther fhewed more acrimony 
than ufual, and dipt his pen deeper in gall, than on any for. 
mer occafion. 

Weary of his confinement, in March 1522, Luther re- 
turned to Wittenberg; his dodtrine now fpread far and 
wide: Henry the Eighth of England wrote againi him; 
and Luther replied, though not in a very courtier-like flrain. 
The pope honoured Henry with the title of Defender of the 
Faith, for his good endeavours. Pope Adrian who wasa 
man of fevere life, fucceeded Leothe Tenth. He fent his 
nuncio to another diet, fummoned at Nuremberg, in 1522; 
and ordered him to declare, that ** if the peltiterous canker 
(Luther’s do@irine) could not be cured with gentle medi- 
cines,{harper falves muft be proved, and fiery fearings: Ihe 
putrified members mutt be cut cff from the bod), Icit the 
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found parts fhould be infeéted.” At the fame time, the 
nuncio was commiffioned to add; that ‘* God fuffered this 
perfecution to be inflifled on his church, for the fins of men, 
efpecially of priefts and prelates, of the clergy.”  Reficéti- 
ons which the cardinals inthe affembly ftrongly refented, 
and which it is imagined fhortened the life of Adrian. 

Luther employed himfelf amidft the ftorms, in publifhe 
ing many other pieces, but principally in tranflating the fa- 
cred {criptures; in which he had good fuccefs, and per. 
formed a very acceptable fervice to truth and religion.— 
He ufed all his efforts for fupprefing monaftic orders; he 
compofed anew form for celebrating the communion, and 
gave itin both kinds. Zuinglius diffented from him ia 
fume points; anda bitter controverfy enfued between theme 
In confequence of the diet at Nuremberg, an edict was 
again publifhed; but both Papifts and Lurherians interpre 
ted it in their own favour. Unhappy confufions arofe in 
Germany by means of the peafants, who became rebellious ; 
Thefe evils were attributed to Lutherianifm, though evi, 
dently of a civil nature: More than a hundred thoufand of 
them were killed, before they could be reduced to duty.— 
‘The Anabaptiits too fprung up, and committed many grofs 
abfurdities. Luther aéted with great prudence and con, 
ftancy, amidft all thefe perplexities, and wrote feveral exe 
cellent treatifes, fuitable to the occafions, which gave a noe 
ble idea of his probity, plein dealing and good fenfe. 

Erafmus hac long been folicited by the papifts to employ 
his fine penagainft Luther. The caution of Erafmus would 
not fuffer him to fpeak out, otherwife he feems to have had 
no better opinion of the church of Rome than Luther. He 
wifhed however for more moderate meafures; not confix 
dering that the times would by no means admit of fuch 
wealures. At length he entered into the controverfy, but 
chofe a topic, (concerning free will) wherein what he offers 
ed concluded as flrongly again{t many of the firft Catholic 
writers as againft Luther, He fhewed herein great addrefe 
and fagacity. Luther was no ftranger to the character and: 
meris¢f hrafmus. He anfwered his book, and the controe 
verfy was kept up for fome time. 

In 1524 Luther laid afide the friars habit, and married 
Catharine Bore, a lady of notle defcent; who with eight 
other b dies had been taken out of a nunnery in 1523.— 
She was twenty -fix years old ; handfome and modeft: And 
though Luther confefled not without faults, yet lefs faulty, 
he beiicved, than moll ucher women ; and when fhe bore 
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him a fon, he faid he would not change his condition for 
the kingdom of Crefus. He declared, that he took a wife, 
to put the notorious and fcandalous celibacy of the Papifts 
to fhame. He wasa ftrong advocate for matrimony, and 
the ftronger doubtlefs, trom his knowledge of the fhocking 
crimes practifed in monafteries and nunneries. He vied 
to fay, if he were upon his death-bed, he would take a wife 
to fhame thofe infamous proceedings. Marriage foon af. 
ter became a recommendation amongit the reformed; and 
if a converted minifter did not marry, he canlid a fufpici- 
on, that he had not renounced the doétrine of celibacy. 

Luther was perfuaded to write a letter of apology to 
Heorv the Eighth, for the rough anfwer, he hed pubitthed 
to his book, But Henry replied to him in a very havgh. 
ty manner, which caufed Luther, who had a fpirit equal to 
Henry, to declare publickly that he was forry he had de- 
meaned himfelf fo far. 

The diftarbances in Germany daily increafed: Another 
diet was held at Spires, in 1526. But nothing was deter. 
mined. The Empcror was engaged about this time ina 
war with the pope, whom he took prifoner, and plundered 
Rome. However, in 1529 another aflembly was fummon- 
ed at Spires. ‘She papiits infitted, that the ban fhould be 
executed againft the Luthetians ; which was oppoted by 
the eleétors of Saxony and Brandénburg, the duke of Lue 
nenberg, the land grave of Heffe, and the pricce of Anhalt, 
who declared for a council either general or national. Bat 
the Romanilts prevailed ; Upena which the Lutherian 
princes and fourteen cities joined in a formal protest, 
whereby they appealed from all that fhou!d be done, to the 
emperor, a future council, or unfufpedted judges: And ace 
cordingly they fent proper deputics tothe emperor. ‘This 
was the remarkable proteftation, which gave the name of 
protestants tothe Lutheriansin Germany. The Protefiants 
acted with fo much ficadinefs and refolution, that the empe- 
ror was much ftartied at it, arid determin: dc to ufe modera. 
tion for the prefent. He appointed another diet to be held 
at Aug fburg, (after he had driven Solyman the megnificent 
from Germany) and accordingly it was opened there in 
June 1530. It was given out that the emperor would tread 
the Gofpellers under his feet, which made the Protettant 
princes inclined to meet him in arms: Hut Luther earneft- 
ly diffuaded them, and by all his eloquence and endeavours, 
prevailed upon them to puriue pacific meafures. Ihe prin. 
ces appointed Luther, Phiiio Melancthon, and viher diviues 
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to draw up their form of doétrine to lay before the diets 
Luther was never fuffered to appear, on account of the cer. 
tain danger, but was keptin the callle of Coburg near at 
hand, to be confulted occafionally. ‘Ihe Proteftant princes 
requeited that this form of doétrine or confeffion of their 
faith afterwards called ‘* The Augfburg Confeffon,” might 
be read in afulidiet: This was refufed: But the emperor 
allowed them to read it in his prefence before a fpecial af- 
ferably of princes and others. He fhed tears when he heard 
it, owing doubtlefs to the truth of the doélrines contained 
in it, and to the moderation which Meclan&thon had fhewn 
in revifing the whole. The Romenifis agreed to draw up 
a confutation of it: They examined it flep by ftep—Kejoin- 
ders were made; but to no eff. The diet broke up, and 
the princes returned home without any probability of ace 
commodation. ‘The Emperor procured a decree in the di- 
et, allowing the proteftant princes, till the 15th of April fol- 
lowing to confult about their fubmiffion &c. But they ree 
inained ftedfaft to their principles: And the Emperor, in 
November, publifhed the decree of the dict, which orders 
¢d that no alterations or innovations fhould be made in the 
faith or religious worfhip of the church, and that none 
fhould be admitted to the imperial chamber, who difobeyed 
this decree. Luther during this period, was not idle, he 
wrote many ufeful works; fhewed his peftoral zeal by ate 
tending his people at Wittenberg, when the plague raged fee 
verely amongit them: Held a vifitation of the churches ; 
aud oppofed with all his power the offenfive errors of the 
Antinomians, whofe proceedings gave him infinite concern. 
His letters to the elector, and to Philip Melancthon, qrit- 
ten about this time, are ilrong evidences of the greatnefs of 
his mind ; his deteftation of war, ona religious account ; 
and of his ftrong reliance upon God, for a want of which he 
upbraids his lefs hardy, but moft valuable friend, Melanc- 
thon. 

The Proteftant princes determined to fupport their caufe, 
in 1530 and 1535 made and renewed their folemn league at 
Smaicald. ‘Lhe pope, the emperor, and the Romanifts 
were defirous of fummonirg a general council, many efforts 
were made ; much difputing paffed on both fides, but no ace 
commodation took place ; and before Luther’s death every 
thing wore the face of war, which was unhappily proclaim. 
edin 1546, During this period Luther employed himfelf 
in the bufineds of his funétion: In 1534 the German Bible 
was putto prefs and completely finifed the next year.— 
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Erafmus died in 1536 at Bafil, as well as Luther’s great 
friend Martin Bucer. Luther himfelf too began to feel 
the decays of nature and was much afflited with the ftone, 
infomuch that he was led to think of death with great [feri- 
oufnefs, and accordingly wrote feveral pieces on the fub« 
jet: And in 1542, made his will. In 1643 he was engas 
ged in controverfy with the Jews; who endeavoured to 
f{pread their opinions, anc to make converts in Germany, 
but his nervous and able writings put a {top to their attempts. 
His heart was bent upon peace, and his pen was continual 
ly employed in entreating the princes to abftain from war : 
And he uled frequently to fay, that he hoped God would 
hear his prayers, and never fuffer him to live to fee a war in 
Germany. His prayers were heard ; but immediately after 
his death, the unhappy confufion began. 

Inthe year 1545, afflicted in body, and tormented with 
violent pains, which perhaps added to the difquietude of 
his mind ; he left Wittenberg, offended at the dilputes with 
the Zuinglians, and difpleafed with Melancthon’s modera- 
tion, as Leckendorf fuggefts: (For Luther would not yield 
at all—nor give up any of thofe fentiments which he had 
ftrongly imbibed) the remiffnefs of difcipline, and the too 
great luxury prevailing among the people there much offens 
ded him—and he declared in a letter to his wife, that as 
this would be the laft vear of his life, he was determined 
never to return to Wittenberg. John Matthzus gives us 
the following account of the affair: There came to Wit- 
tenberg, fome vile and loofe women who perverted and de- 
filed many youth of the univerfity. This gave prodigious 
uneafinefs to the good old man (Luther), fo that his {pirit 
like that of Lot’s in Sodom, was nizht and day tormented 
with the fight and report of their bafe proceedings. He 
fought againft them with voice and pen, and in fhort was 
fo much affeéted, when he could prevail nothing, that he 
left Wittenberg, and went to the prince of Anhalt at Marf- 
burg. But our univerfity recalled him, with a moft honour- 
able embafly, and he returned.”,—There was a good deal 
of difficulty to perfuade him to return. The eledtor of Sax- 
oney was obliged to interfere, and to condefcend fo much 
as to treat him, and to promife that every reformation he 
defired at Wittenberg fhould certainly be made. ‘his year 
he finifhed his commentary upon Genefis, and concludes 
it thus, “ {have finifhed my commentary upon Genefis. 
May God, my God grant, that others after me may inter. 
pret it much better. I can dono mere, infirm and weak. 
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Pray to God for me, that he would grant me a good and 
happy hour of departure. Amen.” 

it happened extremely remarkable, that in the laft year of 
his life, he fhould be calied into his own country, to die 
there, where he had been born above fixty years before.— 
But fo it was. [Chere were fome difputes between the courts 
of Mansfield, and Luther was fent for, to come and compofe 
the difference. He preached his laft fermon at Witten. 
burgh, on the 17th. of January, 1546; and on the 23d. fet 
out for ifleben, his native place, where he was honorably 
entertained by the court, who efcorted him to his apart. 
ments with an hundred horfe. He was very ill during the 
journey, three of his fons, Melanéthon, Juftus, and Jonas, 
with feveral of his friends accompanied him. He attended 
to the bufinefs, upon which he came trom the 29th of Janu. 
arv, to the 17th of February, and preached four times. But 
in the evening of the 17th. he fickened a little before fupper 
of his ufual ilinefs—being grievoufly tortured in his bowels 
with great faintnefs and weaknefs. His pains encreafed, 
and he went to bed where he flept till midnight, when he a- 
waked in fuch anguifh, that he found his life near at an end. 
He joined his friends in earneft prayer; and for himfelf 
faid, **Oh my Heavenly Father, the God and Father of 
my Lord Jefus Chrift, the God of all comtort, I give thee 
thanks, that thou haft revealed thy Son. Jefus Chrift to me, 
in whom I have believed, whom [ have confeff-d, whom [ 
have loved, whom I have honored, whom the pope of Rome 
and all his impious multitude perfecute and reproach. Thee 
thee, my Lord Jefus, I earnefily entreat to receive my poor 
foul! My heavenly Father, though I am torn from this life, 
though this body of mine muft be laid down in the grave, 
vet I know certainly, that [ fhall abide with thee eternally, 
nor can £ ever be plucked out of thy hands.” After which 
he added, “ So God loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him fhould not 
perith but have everlatting life.” He then took fome me- 
dicive provided for him—upon which he faid, Jgo now and 
will yickl up my spirzt—and thrice repeated the words Jnto 
thy hands I commend my spirit, for thou hast redeemad me, 
O God of truth. After this he lav filent, and {poke not, fave 
that when fome of his particular friends faid, Molt reverend 
Father, do you die in that conftant confeffion of Chrift and 
his truth, which you have preached?” He replied, with a 
clear voice—/ta—y esveriiy. Afterwards turning himfeif 
on his Ieic fide, he dofed about a quarter of an hour ; when 
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he fetched a deep but gentle figh, and gave up the ghoft, 
fo that nobody difcerned the leaft pain or emotion of his bo- 
dy; but he literally fell afleep in the Lord, on the 18th of 
February, 1546 in the 63d year of his age. He left behind 
him a widow, three fons, and two daughters. 

He was honorably interred at Wittenberg; where the 
troops of Charles the emperor, in the year 1547, were very 
defirous to pull down his monoment, and dig up his bones: 
But the emperor had more generofity and prudence, than to 
confent toa procedure fo bafe andinfamous. ‘ Let them 
atone, {aid he : suffer his bones to be at rest.” So in life and 
death, amidft enemies continually defiring his life, and 
blackening his reputation with the moft odious and fenfelefs 
calumnies, he was preferved by the good providence of his 
God. 

He was of a large fature, and had fuch a fharp fight that 
few could endure ttedfaflly to look at him. He had a gen- 
tle, clear and perfuafive voice ; was paffionate, but foon ap. 
peafed. He had an uncommon genius, a lively imagina- 
tion, a pious and devout difpofition, a ftrong tinéture of 
melancholy and enthufiafm, anda great warmth and impe. 
tuofity, which impelled him, in his controverfial writings 
efpecially, to ridicule and infult his adverfaries, and to ule 
an acrimony of flyle, which can by no means be excufed. 
He was fond of mufic, and was both a compofer and per- 
former ; which was very good for his mind and body. It 
expelled melancholy, he ufed to fay, and put the devil to 
flight, who mortally hated mufic ; he entertained a mean o.. 
pinion of the capacity and difpofition of thofe, who had no 
tafte for this excellent art. He alfo facrificed to the graces, 
and compofed fome poems, Latin and German. ‘There is 
great merit in many of his hymns. He was remarkable for 
his contented difpofition, a little fatisfied his wifhes, for he 
had a great contempt for money. We are much obliged to 
him for opening the gate of reformation, which fhould make 
us the more ready to excufe his faults: and perhaps a man 
of a lefs impetuous and magnanimous difpofition would not 
have been able to have perfected, fo extraordinary a work, 
for extraordinary we mult needs call it, that a poor /’riar 
fhould be able to oppofe the Pope, then the king of the 
kings of the earth ; it was more extraordinary that he 
fhouid prevail ; but moft extraordinary that he fhould die 
in peace, amidit fo many enemies, His followers have been 
called Lutherans, after him; though much againtt his ap- 
probation, * Hear, favs he” in a book he publifhed againit 
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Tumnuilts, &e. this © afk firft, let my name be remembered 
no more: let no man callbimfelfa Lutheran but a Christian. 
Whatis Tuther? The dogtrine is not mine: Ihave not 
been crucified for any one. Paul forbids any to be called 
efier him, Peter does the fame ; why flhould I, a moft con- 
temoptible worm, engin that my mott ‘worthlefs name thould 
be given to the children of Chri. God forbid! Let us 
extrgoiih thele faChious appellations, and let us be called 
Chrittians, as holding the doGtrine of Chrift. The Papifts 
juiily have the name of a fect, becaufe not content with the 
do@vines of Chrilt, they urge the dogmas of the Pope, and 
willbe Pudists. So then let them "ay and io ict them have 
the Pope tor their maiter. IT am not, I will not be the 
master of anyone. ihold the common dotirine of Chrif, 
with the church, he oulv is our mailer,” &c. How happy 
if fuch fentiments were verificd more by men’s 


Melonéthon u tofay of Luther, ** Pomeranius is a 
grammarian, ? am a logics an, and Juflus Jonns is an Orator, 
but Lather ts good at every thing: the wonder of mankind ; 
for whatever he fays or writes, it penetratcs the heart, and 
nukes a lafting imprefh mn.” He always recommended 
firongly the Rudy of the Sacred Scriptures, and Germany 
is particularly indebted to him for his traaflation of the Bi. 
ble. Phiee thirgs, he ufedto fay, makea divine ; medita- 
tion, prayer, and temptation: a ind that 1t three thiops were to 
be done by a minifter; to read the Bible diligently, to pray 
sarnelily, and always to bea learner. We will conclude 

“3 of his hie, with the words of the author,* whom 
racipally tellowed: ** God grant that all who 
ithemfelves by his name, or profefs that doctrine which 
re defended, mav diligently imitate that conftant endeaver 
after good, which was confoicuous in him, and principally 
nis fervency in prayer, his mapnanimity and refolution, his 
freedora feom all human fears, his perfect content, and his 
many otter dogutar virtues; while thev are careful not to 
raat oy cover their owa faults, and vices, under thofe im. 
perfections and blemilhesin his character, which from hu- 
Mian » frathey anhapoily cleave to him.” 
quit add, thatthe wll be made had thefe expref. 
* Lord God, [thank th e, that thou would 
2 2 poor and indigent pertoa upon earch: L[ have 
wether hour, soe land, nor potfeffons, ner money to leave, 
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thou Lord haft given me a wife and children: them, Lord, 
I give back to thee; nourifh, inflruéi, and keep them, (O 
thou Father of the orphans, and judge of the widow) as thou 
hait done to me, fo do thou unto them.” His wife during 
the fubfequent years endured great hardthips end diflicuities, 
and at length died by an accident in going from Witten. 
berg inthe year 1522, When Seckendort wrote his hiflory, 
atthe clofe of the laft century, fome of Luther’s fawily 
were remaining. 

London Christiana Agazine. 
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To the Editors of the Virginia Relig vous Magazine, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Herewitns I send you a trast in defence of household bacticme 
So many works have already been wrttten on this subje4t, and the 
pieces published in your first and second volumes, have given so much 
satisfaction, that it may seem unnecessary and improper to contirve 
she discussion in the Magazine. But the errour, | suppose, is zea- 
Tously and unremittingly inculcated by our Baptist brethren. Being 
a turning point of party distinction, it is most tenaciously retained. 
Aind it bas always been found to carry with it a train of melancholy 
consequences. For these reasons, it appears to me needful, that 
the truth be exhibited repeatedly, and in every point of view caicu- 
fated to insure its due impression onthe mind.. These ideas, how- 
ever, are submitted to your better judgment, as well as the tract it- 
self. You wiil either give it a place in some successive numbers of 
the Magazine, or suppress it, a3 may appear to you advisable, — 
Whether the arguments here advanced in defence of what we believe 
to be an ordinance of Christ, have a decisive force or not, I trust 


they wiil appear to have been written in the spirit of Christian 


meelcness and charity, 


BUPHRON. 





























Scns Wate 
THE SCRIPTURAL DOCTRINE OF HOUSEHOLD BAPTISM 
STATED AND DEFENDED. 


—=_:0: 
Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 


TuesE words are a part of the commiflion given by our 
Lord Jefus Chrift to his Apoftles, fhortly before his afcen- 
tion into heaven. He had finifhed the great work for which 
he came into the world, had made atonement by his death 
for the fins of men, had conquered the powers of darknefs, 
and rifen in triumph from the grave. Poflefling, as Medi- 
tor, all authority in heaven and in earth, he fends forth his 
chofen meflengers, with a commiffion, which extends alfo to 
their fucceflors in the miniftry to the end of time, to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of falvation, and gather his church 
out of all the nations of the earth ; promifing to attend, pre 
ferve and fupport them in the execution of the arduous of, 
fice to which they are appointed. 

Vhe part of the Apoftolick commiffion contained in the 
text, has long been and ftill is afubje&t of great difference of 
opinion and much controverfy between our brethren the 
Baptifts on one fide, and the far greater part of the Chriftian 
world onthe other. It is much to be regretted thatina 
cafe where, by mutual acknuwledgment, either opinion is 
eatirely confillent with a ftate of holinefs and falvation, fuch 
difference fhould diflurb that love and harmony by which 
the children of God ought certainly to be united. We with 
for peace: but we dare not facrifice to it the higher regard 
which we owe to truth. In this as well as every other 
vrticle of divine revelation it is furely the duty of all to 
fearch with patient diligence and unprejudiced candor for 
the truth; and to receive it, when found, in the love of it. 
Which may God enable us to do with the fimplicity of heart 
which becomes Chriftians. 

{t is neceflary to obferve at the outfet, what is well known 
to all who undertland the original language of the New fefe 
tement, that the word in the text rendered, teach, (1) is not 
accurately trarilated. Itis ad:fferent word from that ren- 
dered in the fame way in the following verfe, (2) and pros 
perly figuifies 49 muke disciples, The true verfion, therefore, 








C1) Latheteuste. 


(2) Didastcntes, 
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Go make all nations disciples buptizing them, &c.(3) This 
correétion of our verfion is now univerfally admitted. 

In order to proceed with clearnefs, I fhall ftace firft how 
far our brethren agree with us in the explication of the text, 
and then, wherein we differ. It is agreed that the gofpel is 
to be preached to all, that thofe who are influenced by this 
or other means of religious inftruction as to profefs their 
faith in Jefus Chrift, and fubjeétion to him as their Lord 
and Matter, are to be denominated his difciples ; and that 
all his difciples are to be baptized with water, in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoft. But whether 
the houfehold of every fuch difciple are, on his profeffion of 
faith, to be denominated difcipies alfo, and accordingly bap- 
tized? And whether baptifm be rightly adminiftered by 
the application of water in any mode, not confined tu one 
mode, fuppofe that of immerfion, only ? On thefe queftions 
we divide : and to eftablifh and defend the affirmative of 
both, is the defign of this difcourfe. 

For our affiftance in thefe inquiries, I fhall offer fome pre« 
liminary obfervations. 

That fociety called the church of Chrift is compofed of 
all who are his difciples throughout the world. But here a 
diftinGtion muft be made between the vifible and the invifi- 
ble church, The invifible church cenfifts of fuch only as 
are the children of God in heart, the fubjeéts of his fanéti. 
fying grace. ‘fhe vifible church confilts of all fuch every 
where as are denominated and received by his minifters as 
difciples, according to the rules which Chrift himfelf, the 
head of the church, has laid down for this purpofe in his word. 

As the minifters of Chrift do not poflefs the difcernment 
neceflary to afcertain perfeétly who are members of the in- 
vifible church, it is evident that fuch difcernment cannot be 
the ftandard of procedure in the admiffion of members into 
the vifible church. Whoare the fubjeéts of areal work of 
grace in their hearts, He only who fearcheth the heart and 
kooweth all things can infallibly judge. And therefore in 
this matter as we are unable to determine fo we have no 
concern, It is certain that ever fince there was a vifible 
church on earth, it has comprehended fome who were not 





(3) Dr. Doddridge renders it, Go forth, therefore, and 
preselyte all the nations. Dr Campbell, Go canvert all the na- 
tions. Mr. Welley, Disciple all nations ; which all agree 
perteétly in meaning with each other, and with the vertion f 
have adopted. 
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heirs of Chrifl’s kingdom above. And this muft unavoida. 
bly be the cafe while hypocrify exilts in the world, however 
faithful his minifters may be in the execution of their office. 
‘Jhete remarks are made for the fake of a conclufion which, 
obvious as itis, has not always been fufficiently attended 
to, that no jult objetion can arife againft admitting into the 
church any perfon, or defcription ot perfons, merely becaufe 
we do not know them to be real faints. 

It is true indeed that the Apoftolick churches are often in 
the New ‘Jeilament addrefled colle&tively with the charac 
ter of holy or faints. And hence it may perhaps be 
thought that every member of a wel! regulated church mutt 
at leait be fuppofed to be truly a child of God; which would 
exclude little chiidren, who can give no evidence at all to 
judge whether they be fuch or not. But itis to be obferv. 
ed that there are two words in the original which are alike 
rendered in our verfion by the words hay and saints, though 
they differ much in fignification. The one (4) always ex- 
preffes a difpofition of heart conformed to the will of God. 
‘The other (5) exprefles only avifible relation. This laft, 
or fome derivative from it, is the word uniformly ufed in 
thole Apoftolick addrefles. {t properly fignifies, separated 
jrom a common toa sacred use; dedicated whether attively 
or paflively, to the service of Ged. At is but very feldom and 
then but figuratively ufed to exprefs an internal difpofition. 
And therefore no argument is fr6m hence deducible that 
none can be rightly admitted as member’s of Chrift’s vifible 
church unlefs they be truly converted unto God, or judged 
to be fo. 

But it will be afked, what then becomes of the purity of 
the church? We agree that none, noteven the children of 
protefiing difciples, are to be received into the church, if, 
being arrived at years of difcreticn, and no longer under pa- 
rental controul, they difcover themfelves to be enemies of 
Chrifl, Of this we are enabled to judge; and it is our dus 
ty to pay atterntionto it. But whathas this todo with the 
admiffion cf the houfehold of the believer? Or what gofpel 
principle re{pecling the nature avd purity of the church does 
fuch admifficn violate? If Chrifltian minifters aét carefully 
according to their rule, whatever thet may be, they will 
have done their dutv ; and the church will be as pure -as 
our Lord Jefus Chrift intended it fhould be, 





(4) Hosics. (3) Hugies. See Dr. Camps 
bell’s diflertation on hagizs and ligstas. 
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By attending a little to the conftitution of the church of 
God under the former di{penfation, upon which the apoftle 
declares’ the Chriftian church to be ingrafted, (6) we 
fhall receive additional light on what is here afferted. 
Children with their parents were uniformly members ofthat 
courch by divine command. (7) Profelytes from other na- 
tions were alfo received in the fame family way. (8) Hence 
we fee that it is by no means nconfiftent with the wifdom of 
God that little children as well as adults fhould be admitted 
and accounted his vifible people. 

This fubject fuggefts another remark. We find that cir. 
cumcifion, the initiatory ceremony under the former dif- 
pentation, was alike applied to the parents and their houfe- 
holds. Now we know that this ceremony had a fpiritual 
reference and fignification. (9) It follows that what has 
SIS IF LILI LIL SLL III LISS IIL LLL LLL EDL LL DL LL ILL 

(6) Rom. ii. 17, and onward. Andif fame of the brane 
ches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive-tree, wert 
graffedin among them, and with tiem pariakest of the root 
and Jatnefs of the olive-tree ; boast not against the branches ; 
but +f thou boast, thau bearest not the root, but the s ootthee, &c. 

(7) Gen. xvii. 10. This is my covenant which ye shall 
keep between me and you, and thy seed atter thee ; every man. 
child amang you shall be circumcised. v.12 He that is 
eight days old shall he circumcised among you, &ce. vo. 13. 
fle that is born in thy house, and he that is baught with thy 
money, must needs be circumcised; and my covenant shall 
be in your flesh, &c. 

[8] Exod. sii. 48 49. When a stranger shall sojourn 
with thee, and will keep the pussover to the Lord, let all 
his males be circumcised, &c. One law shall be to him 
that is home.born, and unto the stranger that sojourneth 
AMONE YOU. 

[9] Deut. x. 16. Circumeise. therefore, the foreskin of 
your heart and be no more stiffnecked. Rom. ii. 29 Fe 
wa Few which is one inwardly; aid circumcision ts that 
of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose 
praise is not of men, but of God. And many other places. 
fs it not amazing that our Bant iit brethren, with thefe evix 
dences full in their faces, fpeak fo contemptuoutly, as they 
generaliy do, of circumcifion, as a mere carna! ordinance 
without any foiritual meaning ? And that they toil for terms 
of reproach to expofe the pretended abfurdity of infant-b ips 
tifm, which they call by the odious name ¢ of habv-fprinkling ? 
When will they leara to confider thele things more foberly ? 
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THE SCRIPTURAL DOCTRINE OF HOUSEHOLD BAPTISM 
STATED AND DEFENDED. 


—=— 0: 
Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 


Tuese words are a part of the commiffion given by our 
Lord Jefus Chrift to his Apoftles, fhortly before his afcen- 
tion into heaven. He had finifhed the great work for which 
he came into the world, had made atonement by his death 
for the fins of men, had conquered the powers of darknefs, 
and rifen in triumph from the grave. Pofleffing, as Medi- 
tor, all authority in heaven and in earth, he fends forth his 
chofen meflengers, with a commiffion, which extends alfo to 
their fucceflors in the miniftry to the end of time, to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of falvation, and gather his church 
out of all the nations of the earth ; promifing to attend, pree 
ferve and {upport them in the execution of the arduous of. 
fice to which they are appointed. 

Vhe part of the Apoftolick commiffion contained in the 
text, has long been and ftill is afubje&t of great difference of 
Opinion and much controverfy between our brethren the 
Baptifts on one fide, and the far greater part of the Chriftian 
world onthe other. It is much to be regretted thatin a 
cafe where, by mutual acknuwledgment, either opinion is 
ectirely confillent with a ftate of holinefs and falvation, fuch 
difference fhould difturb that love and harmony by which 
the children of God ought certainly to be united. We with 
for peace: but we dare not facrifice to it the higher regard 
which we owe to truth. In this as well as every other 
zrticle of divine revelation it is furely the duty of all to 
{earch with patient diligence and unprejudiced candor for 
the truth; and to receive it, when found, in the love of it. 
Which may God enable us to do with the fimplicity of heart 
which becomes Chriftians. 

It is neceffary to obferve at the outfet, what is well known 
to all who underiland the original language of the New lef 
tement, that the word in the text rendered, teach, (1) is not 
accurately trarilated. Itis ad:fferent word from that ren- 
dered in the fame way in the following verfe, (2) and pro 
perly figuifies to muke disciples. The true verfion, therefore, 








C§) Datletexste. (2) Didastcutes, 
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Go make all nations disciples baptizing them, &c. (3) This 
correction of our verfion is now univerfally admitted. 

In order to proceed with clearnefs, I fhall ftace firft how 
far our brethren agree with us in the explication of the text, 
and then, wherein we differ. It is agreed that the gofpel is 
to be preached to all, that thofe who are influenced by this 
or other means of religious inftruction as to profefs their 
faith in Jefus Chrift, and fubjection to him as their Lord 
and Matter, are to be denominated his difciples ; and that 
all his difciples are to be baptized with water, in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoft. But whether 
the houfehold of every fuch difciple are, on his profeflion of 
faith, to be denominated difcipies alfo, and accordingly bap- 
tized? And whether baptifm be rightly adminiftered by 
the application of water in any mode, not confined tu one 
mode, fuppofe that of immerfion, only ? On thefe quettions 
we divide : and to eftablifh and defend the affirmative of 
both, is the defign of this difcourfe. 

For oyr affiftance in thefe inquiries, I fhall offer fome pre 
liminary obfervations. 

That fociety called the church of Chrift is compofed of 
all who are his difciples throughout the world. Buthere a 
diftin@tion muft be made between the vifible and the invifi- 
ble church: The invifible church confifts of fuch only as 
are the children of God in heart, the fubjects of his fancti. 
fying grace. ‘Lhe vifible church confilts of all fuch every 
where as are denominated and received by his minifters as 
difciples, according to the rules which Chrift himfelf, the 
head of the church, has laid down for this purpofe in his word. 

As the minilfters of Chrift do not poflefs the difcernment 
neceffary to afcertain perfeétly who are members of the in- 
vifible church, it is evident that fuch difcernment cannot be 
the {tandard of procedure in the admiffion of members into 
the vifible church. Whoare the fubjeéts of areal work of 
grace in their hearts, He only who fearcheth the heart and 
kooweth all things can infallibly judge. And therefore in 
this matter as we are unable to determine fo we have no 
concern, It is certain that ever fince there was a vifible 
church on earth, it has comprehended fome who were not 





(3) Dr. Doddridge renders it, Go forth, therefore, and 
preselyte all the nations. De Campbell, Go canvert all the na- 
tions. Mr. Welley, Disciple all nations ; which all agree 
perfectly in meaning with each other, and with the verfion I 
have adopted. 
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heirs of Chrifl’s kingdom above. And this muft unavoidas 
bly be the cafe while hypocrify exifts in the world, however 
faithful his minifters may be in the execution of their office. 
‘|heie remarks are made for the fake of a conclufion which, 
obvious as itis, has not always been foufhciently attended 
to, that no juft obje€tion can arife againft admitting into the 
church any perfon, or defcription of perfons, merely becaufe 
we do not know them to be real faints. 

It is true indeed that the Apoftolick churches are often in 
the New Tefltament addrefled colleCtively with the charac- 
ter of holy or faints. And hence it may perhaps be 
thought that every member of a well regulated church mutt 
at leait be fuppofed to be truly a child of God ; which would 
exclude little chiidren, who can give no evidence at all to 
judge whether they be fuch or not. But itis to be obferv. 
ed that there are two words in the original which are alike 
rendered in our verfion by the words havy and saints, though 
they differ much in figuification. The one (4) always ex- 
preffcs a difpofition ot heart conformed to the will of God, 
The other (5) expreffes only avifible relation. This laft, 
or fome derivative from it, is the word uniformly ufed in 
thole Apoftolick addrefles. {t properly fignifies, separated 
Jrom a common toa sacred use; dedicated whether aftively 
or paflively, to the service of Ged. At is but very feldom and 
then but figuratively ufed to exprefs an internal difpofition, 
And therefore no argument is fr6m hence deducible that 
none can be rightly admitted as member’s of Chrift’s vifible 
church unlefs they be truly converted unto God, or judged 
to be fo. 

But it will be afked, what then becomes of the purity of 
the church? We agree that none, noteven the children of 
proiefing difciples, are to be received into the church, if, 
being arrived at years of difcreticn, and no longer under pa- 
rental controul, they difcover themfelves to be enemies of 
Chrifl, Of this we are enabled to judge; and itis our dus 
ty to pay attention to it. But whathas this todo with the 
admiffion of the houfehold of the believer? Or what gofpel 
principle re{peCling the nature avd purity of the church does 
fuch admifficn violate? If Chriltian minifters aét carefully 
according to their rule, whatever thet may be, they will 
have done their dutv ; and the church wiil be as pure as 
our Lord Jefus Chrift intended it fhould be. 





(4) Hosics. (5) Hugios. See Dr. Campe 
bells diflertation on hagiss and lissios. 
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By attending alittle to the conftitution of the church of 
God under the former di/penfation, upon which the apoftle 
declares’ the Chriftian church to be ingrafted, (6) we 
fhall receive additional light on what here afferted. 
Children with their parents were uniformly members ofthat 
courch by divine command. (7) Profelytes from other na- 
tions were alfo received in the fame family way. (8) Hence 
we fee that it is by no means nconfiltent with the wifdom of 
God that little children as well as adults fhould be admitted 
and accounted his vifible people. 

This fubject fuggefts another remark. We find that cir. 
cumcifion, the initiatory ceremony under the former dif- 
pentation, was alike applied tothe parents and their houfe- 
holds. Now we know that this ceremony had a [piritual 
reference and fignification. (9) It follows that what has 
SII IF LIII IIS LLL IID SSI IE LG GILLS L IS LLL LL LL ILL 

(6) Rom. ii. 17, and onward. Andif fome of the brane 
ches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive-tree, wert 
graffedin among them, and with them partakest of the root 
a of the olve-tree ; boast not against the branches ; 

but 1f thou boast, thau bearest not the root, but the s ootthee, &c. 

(7) Gen. xvii. 10. This is my covenant which ye shall 
keep between me and you, and thy seed after thee ; every man. 
child among you shall be circumcised. v.12 He that is 
eight days “old shall be circumcised among you, &c. v. 13, 
fle that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy 
money, must needs be circumcised; and my covenant shal 
be in your jlesh, &c. 

[8] Exod. xii. 48 49. When a stranger shall sojourn 
with thee, and will keep the pussover to the Lord, let alt 
his males be circumcised, &c. One law shall be to him 
that is home.born, aud unto the stranger that sajourneth 
AMONT YOU 

[9] Deut. x. 16. Circumcise. therefore, the foreskin of 
your heart and be no more stiffnecked. Rom. iit. 29° Fe 
28 a Few which is one inwardly; aid circ rumcision zs that 
Of the heart, in the spirit, and nat in the letter; whose 
praise is not of men, butof God. And mane other places. 
{fs it not amazing that our Banult brethren, with thefe evi. 
dences full in their faces, fpeak fo contemptuoutly, as they 
peneraliy do, of circumcilion, as a mere carna! ordinance 
without any foiritual wrieeneis. 3 And that they toil for terms 
of reproach to expole the pretended ablurdity - infant-bap- 
tifm, which they call by the odious name of haby-fprinkling 
When will they leara to confider thele things more foberly 
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been fo often and fo confidently afferted, that it is altoge. 
ther abfurd to apply a fiznificant religius rite to fubjects 
who cannot at prefent underftand its nature and defign, falls 
at once to the ground. 

With regard then to adults who act for themfelves in this 
matter, the ground and rule of admiffion into the church 
appears to be a perfonal profeffion of fubjeétion to Chrift. 
As to the houfeholds of fuch profeffors, what has hitherto 
been faid is not fuppofed to prove, but only to open the way 
to the fubfequent proof, that they are to be admitted alfo. 

I flaall next premife afew obfervations on the nature of 
pofitive inftitutions in religion, of which Chriftian babufm _ 
1s one. 

Pofitive duties are fo called to diflinguifh them from mo- 
ral duties, becaufe in fome refpects they differ from each 
other. Moral precepts are precepts the reafon of which we 
fee. In pofitive precepts, though we may fee the utility of 
fuch inftitutions in general to the promotion of piety, yet we 
do not fee the reafon why a particular one is preterred.— 
Moral duties arife out of the relations which we fuftain to 
God and our neighbour. Pofitive duties do not arife from 
fuch relations, but from external command given by God 
himfelf; nor would they without fuch command be duties 
at all. Thus, that we fhould love God with tupreme affec- 
tion, that we fhould render to every man his due; thefe are 
moral duties. They arife evidently out of our acknow. 
ed relations to God and our fellow-men, would be binding 
on us, though never enforced by an external command. But 
that we fhould be baptized with water, asa part of religion, 
could never be feen to arife out of thofe relations ; and 
therefore mutt derive its binding force froma revealed pre. 
cept. But though moral and pofitive duties thus differ, there 
are other refpects in which they agree and coincide. When 
the command for the odfervance uf a pofitive duty is actus 
ally given, it falls immediately within that univerfal obe- 
dience which we owe to the fupreme Sovereign. Beinga 
part of his will, it is ultimately referred to the fame fource 
as moral duties, and partakes of their nature. Thus, when 
the divine precept for baptif{m is made known, we can no 
more doubt or evade our duty to be baptized according to 
that precept, than we can doubt or evade our obligations to 
love God and do juftice to our neighbour. 

On account of the neceflity of external command as the 
foundation of pofitive inftitutions, our Baptitt brethren feem 
univerfally to fuppofe that, from the very nature of fuch 
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inflitutions, there is no room for reafoning in the way of a... 
alogy, or indeed for any kind of reafoning at all, concern- 
ing them, They expe& the circumflances of pofitive ins 
ftitutions, of baptifm, for inftance, to be exprefsly fated 
in a precept, or at leaft unequivocally exhibited in the 
practice of infpired men. Hence they inceffantly call on us 
for exprefs precept or example to warrant our practice in 
gegard both to the fubjects and the mode of baptifm. And 
whatever we advance, not precifely of this kind, is rejected, 
often almoft without a hearing, 

Now could thefe principles of our brethren be eftablifhed, 
we fhould acknowledge them to have great weight in the 
prefent controverfy. It is evident, however, that in propor« 
tion to their importance we fhould be carefui to examine 
whether they be true or not, 

We may obferve then, in the firft place, that there does 
not appear to be any thing in the general nature of pofitive 
inftitutions oa which fuch principles can reft; When a pofie 
tive duty is to be inflituted, who fhall limit the fupreme 
Lawgiver in the mode of exprefling his command? Why 
may not fome, nay many of the circumftances of performe 
ing the ordinance be left to be deduced by analogical reae 
foning from other ordinances before eftablifhed, or even be 
left to the pious difcretion of God’s minifters and peuple? It 
is eafy to anfwer fuch queftions by invedtive, but they ought 
to be anfwered foberly. It is in the way I have mentioned 
that we have to difcover moral duty in innumerable inftancese 
And though our brethren feem to think that pofitive infti. 
tutions have fome peculiar facrednefs above moral duties, 
this has never yet been proved. Were it neceflary to our 
purpofe, I think it would be eafy to prove the contrary. 
One thing we know certainly that we cannot be accepted 
with God in the performance of any duty, whether moral 
or pofitive, without one and the fame only difpofition and 
purpofe of the heart. 

But farther; there are infurmountable objections to the 
Baptift principles above mentioned. 

On a careful attention to the pofitive inftitutions both of 
the former church and the prelent, or rather of the fame 
church of God under different difpenfations, (10) we fhall 
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(10) The fubfantial identity of the Hebrew and Chriftian 

churches is well eftablifhed by the Rev. Mr. Cowles, in his 

Hebrew or Fewish, and Christian church the same; and the 

doctrine judicioufly «ppiied io proof of intant baptifm. 
5 








find reafon to conclude that many important circumfances 
of thofe infticutions are left to be difcovered by inference, 
and others quite undefined and diferctionary. 

In the cafe of circumcifion fome things were exprefsly 
enjoined. The rite irfelf was clearly pointed out. (ii) 
Lhe time of performing it was alfo fixed with equal preci- 
fion. (12) But can our brethr en fhow us where the admi. 
niftrator of circumcifion is marked out? {ft was not limited 
to the priels. It feems that even women were permitted 
to perform it; for we find the wife of Mofes circumciling 
her fon. (13) Now without an adminifirator the ordinance 
could not pollibly be executed; and yet, for ous! ht we are 
able to learn, this was icitas a matics of indiflerence and 
difcretion. 

Again; there is no exprefs precept nor example in the 
New Teflament for women’s patticipation of the Lord’s 
fupper. And yet our brethren doubt aa little as We that 
it is the duty and privilege of all Chriftians equally, of the 
one fexas well 23 the other. ‘This can only be proved by 
inference from the nature of the ordinance ; and itis agreed 
to be proved with certainty ia _ way. Dut how is this 
confitent with the principle whict man nds expref{3 precept 
or example as the only fuficient evid ide once? (14) We may 
obferve fartaer, that in the inftitutien of the fupper we fee 
no limitation in regard to the adminiftrator, nor in regard 
to the time ee or how often, it is to be adminiftered. 
Ali thefe are either te be learned by iafezence or are left to 
difcretion. 

But I-t us come to babtifm ifelr Is every thing fixed 
here? Var from it. In the firfl place, the ve ty exiflence 
of wattr-baptiem aga landing ordinauce inthe church to the 
end cf time is no where exprefaly declared in the New 
SILI LSI II LI LEO LLL GEL DLS OS el SLII LIS SLL LIL SF 

(11) Gen. xvi. V4.0 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of 
your foreskin, and it ehasl be a toke: iby Sc - 


(t2) (sen. XVil. °. Aid / ie the Li e- ‘ At ‘iad old shall be 
Ci rewmcised GONE YOU, every mMaN C hla. é 


(i$) Kxod.iv. 25. hen Z: ‘p psorah took a 1 sharp stone, and 

cut of the foreskin of hey $Oil, KC. 

14. ‘ihis point of female communion is urged with in- 
vincihle turce of argument by Mr. Peter Edwards, in his 
Cana:d Keacons for renguncing the principles of Anti pedobap. 
tisoz. Indeed he has managed the whole controverfy in a 
liadicriy manner: and I earncft! ly recommend bis book as 
one of tue very bell on this fubject that ET have ever feen 
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Tefament. Let not the reader be flartled at this pofition, 
but confider it carefully. We think the perpetuity of bap. 
tifm is with certainty inferred from the Apoftolick commit. 
fion, as weil as from other fources. But it certainly is noe 
a matter of exprefs precept. Nor can our brethren confilt. 
ently contend that the practice of baptifm by the Apotties 
is of itfelf fuflficient to fupport its perpetuity; unlefs they alfo 
affert, as I believe they will not, that every individual thing 
which was done by the ApoNics is binding upon all Chriti 
tians in every age. Again ; ; how do our brethren know tha 
the adminiltration of baptifm is confined to the minilters 
Of the gofpel? Is it aoy where exprelsly fo limited ? Can 
it be made out otherwife than by inference ? ¢ Nor is any 
precife time of baptifm fixed inthe inflitution. Our brethren 
themfeives do not fuppofe that there is, Wor though itis 
agreed that baptifm ought to take place foon at ter a profef. 
fon of faith, yet their univerfa! practice proves that they do 

not confider themfelves bound indifpenfs bly ve an hour or 
a day ; and they frequently delay it, from motives of cone 
venience, feveral days, fometimes even teveral weeks. By 
the way, this circumftance of iime, which is Jeft fo indefi. 
nite in regard to baptifm, is one of the few which were abe 
folutely fixed inre gard to circume cifion. 

Thefe obfervations ferve to fhow, what is cf much ime 
portance in the controveify concerm: be aptiim, that exprefs 
precept or apoftolick example cannot rightly S2 coufidered as 
the only means cf af fcertaining our duty in regard to this 
inftitution. Whatever evidence and iuf reafonin:; may throw 
bight on the fubjc& cught, in this, as well as in all other 

cafes, to be admitted and applied. And after ali, it will 
be found that fome things are left to exercife Chrifliap prue 
dence and difcretion, 

Let us now proceed to the dire&t difcuffon of our fub. 
jee. And for the fake of eafe and clearnefe, ict us inquire 
firfl, whether the houfehold of the profefing believer are 
according to Chrili’s infitution to be baptized 3) Aad then, 
whether baptifm may lawfully be adminittered in various 
modes, or is limited to cone modeonly? This is the com- 
mon divifion, ‘The qucfions are really ditingt, and were 
fo ftated at the beginning of this difcourfe. 

Go, fays our Lord, make all nations disctples, baptizing 
them, Tlow are we to underftand this command? How did 
they underftand it to whom it was addrefed? In order to 
make this difcovery, we fliould not only fludy the import 
ef the words themfelves, but alfo the education, the opin« 
























jons and even the prejudices of the Apoftles ; for prejudices 
they certainly bad at that time, aad ftrong ones too Ina 
word, we fhould labour to place ourfelves, as it were, in 
their very pofition, furrounded with all the circumftances 
in which they flood when they received this injunction. In 
proportion as we fucceed in this attempt, we fhall be likely 
to afcertain how they underitood the commiffion of their 
Lord ; and their uederftanding of it will -xbibit its infallible 
meaning, unlefs fubfequent evidence fhall arile to prove 
that they were miftaken. I lay this down as a general rule 
for the explication of all thofe parts of ancient records which 
confit of addreffes from one perfon to another. If the rea. 
der have any doubt of its correctnefs, I invite him to paufe 
and examine it carefully before he proceed farther. Such 
anexXamination, [am confident, will convince him that the 
rulcis a juftone, and of great importance in the interpretas 
tion of the fcripiures. 

‘The Apoftles, then, could not be ignorant that in all the 
important affairs of life it was common fer parents to act 
and engage in behalf of their children ; heads of families in 
behalf of their houfeholds. Whey knew that it was common 
for children to be comprehended with their parents in thofe 
covenants which God had at various times made with men. 
But farther ; they were Jews, members of the Jewifh church; 
the admiffion of families into which church was a fundae 
Taental principle and an invariable praéiice. From the 
founding of that church in the houfe of Abraham, ‘The chil. 
drea and fervants of Hebrew believers were uniformly re 
ceived and included within it. And whereas a law had 
been given, for the admiflion into that church of profelytes 
from other nations, they knew that by the law the houfe. 
holds of protefling profeclytes were admitted with them, and 
were equally fubjects of tne ioitiating ordinance. Nor had 
they, fo far as we can d {cover, ever heard from their mafter 
any intimation that he intended any change in this matter. 

{ have farther to obferve that it is a faét well eftablifhed 
by ancient teftimony that it was an univerfal cultom amongtt 
the Jews to baptize at the fame time that they circumcifed 
their profelytes, both parents and children. (15) That this 

(15) “© No one is a profelyte until he be circumcifed and 
baptized.” ‘This was a ftanding rule amongft the Jews.— 
“It jays Maimonides, an lfrelite find a heathen infant, and 
ag him in the name of a profelyie, behold, he is a prge 
fesytes” — 
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practice exifted before the coming of our Lord appears cer. 
tain ; as, betides the teftimonies which prove it, it is utterly 
incredible that the Jews fhould have affumed the rite in ims 
itation of the Chriitians whom they rancoroufly hated and 
defpifed. This fa& accounts in the beft manner for the re- 
ception which Johu’s baptifm met with from the Jews. It 
is remarkable that they exprefs no furprife, nor afk any quef- 
tions, about his baptizing with water as a religious rite, 
They only inquire for the authority of his commiffion. (16) 
This is incofittent with bapti{m’s being a novelty among 
them as a fign of entering into a new religious relation; 
and concurs with the other evidence to prove that it was a 
conftant practice. 

It may be objected that this Jcwith baptifm, not being 
founded or at leaft clearly afcertamed by cheir law, fhiould 
not be fupnofed to have any influence on the minds of the 
Apotiices in the underftanding of their commiffion. But this 
conclufion I caunct admit. It was a matter of fad with 
which they muft have been well acquaint-d; and we do not 
find that our Lord ever condemned it. It would, therefore, 
have its influence onthe mindsof the Apoflics. Itis not 
true that every Jewith inftitution of which we do not find 
the divine authority in their law was implicitly condemned 
by our Lord. When and by what authority were the Jews 
ifh fynagogues inituted? On this fubj-ct the Old fetta, 
ment is altogether fileut. Yet our Lord gave them his un, 
equivocal approbation by conftantly ofliciatiog in them.— 
Nay, the government and modes of worthip of the Chrifitian 
church were in a great meafure conformed to the model of 
the fynagogue. 

Another remark, of no little weight, prefents itfelf here, 
It was a cuflom amonglt the Jews to conclude the celebrae 
tion of the poffover by eating bread and drinking win-.— 
Of this we need no other evidence than the account given of 
the laft paffover celebrated by our Lord with ats Apofles. 
(i7) Now this very Jew:th cuflom cur Lord fslemaly ape 
pointed to be a ftanding ordinance in his church ilave 
our Baptift brethren fuch an antipathy to every thing Jew th, 
that they have never obferved this fal? When, ticicfore, 








16. John 1.25. And they usked him, and said unto him, 
why buptizest thouthen, if thou be not that Christ, nor Liias 
neither that prophet? 

17, Luke x«ii, 19. 20. And he tock bread, and gave 
thanks, &oe Likewise alsa the cup after supper, &e | 
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the command was given to make difciples and baptize} 
would not the Apoftles naturally underiland it as an adop, 
tion of the Jewith babtifm? Are not the two cafes flrongly 
analogous ? 

Confidering then the circumflances of the Apoftles, and 
the views of things which they muft have had, let us fup- 
pofe them to have been divinely commifioned to go forth 
to all the nations, and make them difciples to Mofes, initia 
ting them into that Rate by circumcifion. Would they not 
have thought themfelves bound te receive and circumcife 
the children with their parents, the houfehclds with their 
believing heads? I think it perfe€ily evident thatthey would, 
Now only fubfitute the name of Chiift for that of Mofes, 
and baptifm for circumcilion, and it becomes the very come 
miffon contained in the text. Confidering this, together 
with what we have feen concerning Jewifh baptifm, 
muft we net conclude that the commiffion contemplated the 
baptifm of the houlcholds of believers as well as cf theme 
felves, and thatthe Apoties fo underftcod it? 

Sheuld it be objedied, that fo far as any eonclufion can 
be formed from circumcifion te baptifm, it will orly wars 
rant the beptifm of males, as none but males were circume 
cifed: I anfwer that the efiicacy of circumcifion was cone 
fidered as extending to females ulfo ; (18) that females are 
zs capable of being baptized ar males; that they are difcie 
ples, and al! difciples are by the text commanded to be bape 
tized; and finally, that care hes been taken to inform us exe 
prefsly that baptifm belongs equally to both fexes. (19) 

Suppefing the Apofiles to have underftood their commif- 
ficn rightly, there ftiliremains tobe anfwered an objection 
zgainit curconcluficn, ‘This is founded on the meaning of 
the word difciple. It has often been afferted by our bre« 
thren, and that with much confidence, that little children 
being incapable of being taught cannot be made difciples; 
nay, that difciplefhip neceflarily implies rot only a capacity 
of inftru@icn, but a€iual previous inflruftion, But is this 
affertion true? I acknowledge that the term difciple has a 
relation toinftrudtion. But it ty no means implies univer- 
SITFISIFG IL IS IAAL IIEB LIES ID ISDEISEI SED EL GEE LE GL 

18. Excd. xii. 4. And if the heusencld be too little for the 
lomb, let kim and his neighbour next unto his house take it, 
accoraing to the number of the sculs; &c. Compared with 
V. 48.— for no unciscumcised person shall eat thereof. 

(t9) Ads vill, 12,.—Tiey were Captizeg, both men and 
OMEN. 
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fally that he who is called a difciple mut have been previj 
oufly inftructed. A difciple is one who puts himfelf or who 
| is put by others under the authority of a teacher. The 
| word applies equally to both cafes, We agree that of adults 

no longer under the controul of parents, no perfun can be 


i . ve sd e i . 7 
©% called adifciple of Chrift without a profeffion of faith in 


nt OS 


/ 9 him as th: Meffiah, and of fubjection to his authority. But 
s what has this to do with the reception of children as his dif 
Sam ciples? Hovw does it oppofe their admiffion into his {chool, 
see that they may be taught in future? [s it fair reafoning, that 
See becaule adults are not to be received without a profeimion of 


) voluntary fubjection to Chrift, therefore, children, incapable 
% of making fuch profeffion, are to be excluded? [ think not. 
ee But I go farther, and obferve that there isa text in the New 
Yeltament where little children are manifeftly called difcie 
ples. There were a fet of men in the days of the Apoltles 
33 who went about perfuading the Chriftian converts that they 

mult needs be circumcifed and keep the law. Lt is evident 

that they wifhed to burden them with the whole law of Mfo- 
7% fes; andinfilled particularly on circumcifion as the ground. 
“9 work, and that which could give a binding force to the reft, 
"3 Now this matter being propofed to the Apofties and bre- 
% thren, it was afferted by Peter, and afterwards determined 





ey by them all, that it was not neceflary to impose this yote up- 
oe the neck of the disciples. (20) Had the falfe teachers gain- 
e | ed their object, it is certain that the heavy yoke of circums 
“) cifion would have fallen priocipally on the infantile age. 
om So ithad been in the Jewifh church; and {> it would 
oo have been in the Chriftian church. Little children, there- 
=e fore, are here called difciples. We may remark moreover, 
Fe that this text affords an obvious and ftrong proof of our 
> main point, that the children of profefling belicvers were ree 


ceived with them into the church. 
> — Should our brethren ftill hefitate about infant difciplethip, 
> I will propofe to their confideration this queition; is there 
"3 any thing more ftrange in the denominating of little chil- 
“@ dren difciples, than in their entering and being taken into 
“9 ocovenent with God, of whatever nature the covenent may 
be? Yet this latter cannot be denied to have taken place. 
(9 Befides the great covenent made with Abraham, (21) Mo- 
fes has left on record a moft ttriking inftance of it which 
LIS LP LE BSE SL SE SIS BAMA LA hh ID LA Gh 

20. Adts xv. 10. 

[21} On this point the reader is requefled to read Gen, 
xvii. carefully throughout, 
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€ook place onder his adminiftration, (22) On tne whole; 
therefore, I conclude that the Apoflles muft have under. 
ftood th-ir comm: fion to enjoin the reception as difciples, 
and con{r quently the baptifm, of the houfehold of the believ. 
er, as well as of the believer himfelf. 

But there {till remains an obj-¢ction, which though it has 
never, fo far as [ know, been made, might be made with 
as much plaufibility as many others which we have to en- 
counter; and therefore I fhail give it fome attention. It 
may be faid that though the Apoftles did underfland their 
commiffion in this manner, yet itis poflible they were mif. 
taken. It is abundantly evident that they were much pres 
judiced all along in favour of Jewifh notions and cuftoms, 
They even appear to have mifunderftand an important part 
of their commiflion, fuppofing that it limited the exercife 
of their minifiry to their own countrymen. And this be- 
ing the cafe, how do we know that they were not miftaken 
at that time in regard to the proper fubje€ts of baprifm ? In 
anfwer to this, I grant they did miflake as to the extenfive 
exercife of their miniftry. But this errour was amply 
corrected. A new revelation was given to explain to them 
the true extent of their commiffion. (23) And could alike 
correétion be fhown in the other cafe, the objection would be 
conclufive. Butno fuch thing can be produced. Let no man 
then prefume a miflake in them, which is no where found 
to be reclified by the fpirit of God, under whofe fpecial 
guidance they were. Nor ia this all. A rong argument 
arifes from the matter here confidered, in fupport of our 
doétrine. As the Apoftles were fo flowly and with fuch 
difficulty divefted of their Jewith prejudices; as they did 
through thofe prejudices actually err in regard to the ex. 
tent of their commiffion, fo that a new revelation was ne, 
ceffary to fet them right ; This fhows clearly, { think, that 
they would underftand their orders refpecting baptifm as I 
have reprefented ; and that it was neceflary to guard them, 





22. Deut. xxix. 10, 11, 12. Ye stand this day all of you 
Before the Lord your God ; your captains of your tribes, your 
elders, and your officers, wth all the men of Israel ; your little 
ones, your wives, and the stranger that is in thy camp, jrom 
the hewer of thy waod unto the drawer of thy “water ; that 
thou shouldst enter into covenant with the Lord thy God, and 
anto the oath which the Lord thy God maketh with ihee this diy. 

23. Aéts x. Particularly v. 28.—God hath shewed me that 
f should not call any man common or unclean. 
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or inftruc them better afterwards, if it were a mifake. If 
our divine Lawgiver intended fo material a change ia the 
conftitution of the church, as that a large defcription of per- 
fons who had always been members of it fhould be fo no 
longer, is it credible that he would exprefs his will in terms 
which would fu naturally be underftood toiead to a contrary 
conclufion? In fuch terms we fee that he did exprefs his 
will, There is no where any intimation that his minifters 
mifunderftood it. Therefore they underftood it rightly, and 
in the fenfe which I have been endeavouring to eftablifh. 

I have ftiil farther to obferve that the commiffion can ne- 
ver, on the interpretation which our Baptiit brethren give it, 
be fully accomplifhed. We have feen the gofpel of Chri 
carricd into moft of the nations of the earth; but we have 
never feen all nations, nor even all the individuals of any 
one nation, made difciples. The glorious fcheme is gradual 
in its progrefs ; but it will finally be accomplifhed in its ful- 
left extent. All the nations will be made difciples. Now 
as little children compofe a great part of every nation, they 
mutt alfo be made difciples and baptized in thofe happy days 
of the church, which all chriftians with joy anticipate. For 
it isimpoffible that all nations fhould be taken into the church, 
while, as the dodtrine of our brethren would have it, a large 
portion of every one would be excluded from it. Hence 
then we derive an additional argument to prove that doc- 
trine uofcriptural, and that the commiflion enjoins the bap.« 
tifm of little children as well as of their parents. 

{ do not forget, all this while, thofe texts which our Bap- 
tift brethren fo conftantly and fo confidently urge as conclu- 
five againft us; fuch as thefe : Repent and be baptized every 
one of ysuin the name of Fesus Christ for the remission 
of sins. (24) When they believed Philip, preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of ‘fe. 
sus Christ, they were baptized, bath men and wamen; (25) 
and above all, Go ye ento all the worid, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that believeth, and is bap. 
tized, shalt be stved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. (26) Thefe texts prove clearly enough the baptifm 
of profeMing believers, not having been before baptized. 
But they are fo manifeftly to be confined to adults, capable 
of hearing, underftanding and obeying the gofpel, that it is 
really aftonithing they (hould ever be thought applicable to 
the queftion coocerning pedobaptifin ; a queftion which they 
SIL LLS LILES SLI SD GHGS OLD SII IL IG LSE LEI GL DDD GDL 


24. Acts ii, 33. | 25, Acts viii, 12. | 26, Mark xvi. 15. 16. 
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leave perfectly open to inveftigation on its own proper evis 
dence. Let us, for inftance, confider for a moment the 
laft-mentioned of thefe texts; He that believeth andis bap- 
tized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damn- 
ed. Ifthis be not confined to adults, but underftood uni- 
verfally, it will inevitably involve the eternal damnation of 
every human being that dies in infancy ; for they are abfo- 
lutely incapable of hearing or believing the gofpel. Will 
our Baptift brethren avow this confequence? Or can they, 
confiftently with their interpretation, overthrow it? For my 
part, I do not expeét at their hands either the avowal or the 
refuiation. 

Let us now enquire whether there be any fcriptural evi- 
dence beyoad the commiflion itfelf, to affift in the explica. 
tion of it. 

The practice of the Apoftles in this matter, if it can be 
afcertained will furnifh the beft comment on the commiffion. 
The adminiftration of baptifm is mentioned again and again 
in the courfe of their hiftory. LT acknowledge that in many 
of the inftances we have no notice of the baptifm of any but 
profeffing believers. But it is ftrange that this fhould ever 
have been urged by our brethren as an argument for the 
exclufion of little children. Such a rule of reafoning would 
make ftrange work indeed with the fcriptures, as well as 
all other hiftorical writings, Silence neither affirms nor de. 
nies any thing; from mere filence, therefore, no conclufion 
can be fafely formed in any cafe. How few inftances, per. 
haps not more thao one, have we left on record of infant 
circumcifion after the days of Abraham. (27) And yet from 
that time downward through a long period of ages it was, no 
doubt, with the exception of the forty years fpent in the 
wildernefs, (28) a conflant prattice. 

But we have on record feveral inflances of houfehold bap- 
tifm, which ftrongly fupport our dottrine. Thefe are the 
houleholds of Stephanas, (29) Lydia, (30) and the Jail. 
SSLLIIL II GDI IS LILILI GL II ELLE DL PLE SD LOGS LLG LLL LOGOS LD 

(27) Namely, the circumcifion of the fon of Mofes; 
Exod. iv. 25. 

(28) Joth.v. 7 And their children, whom He raised up 
in their stead, them Foshua circumcised: for they were une 
circumcised, because they had not circumcised them by the way. 

(29) 1 Cor.i.16. And I baptised also the household of 
Stephanas. 

(30) Aéts xvi. 14.15. And acertain woman named Ly- 
@ia, a seller of purple, &c. heard us: whose heart the Lard 


























































or. (31) Except the heads of thefe families, we hear of no 
believers in them ; yet all were baptized. The faéts are re- 
: lated in the manner of events common and well known ; and 
"naturally imprefs the belief that each houfehold was baptiz- 
# edin confequence of the profeffed faith of its head. Of the 

“two latter cafes mentioned we have fuch circumftantial ac. 


"counts as deferve particular attention. As to Lydia, we 
7 are exprefsly informed that her heart was cpened to attend ta 
) 9% the word preached ; that is, fhe became a brliever ; and then 


ie. fhe was baptized with her houfehold. Of the Jailor we 
“9% are particularly told that he was greatly alarmed ; that he 
ye atked what he should do to be saved: and on profeffing 
7) himfelf a believer, he was baptized, and allhis ftraightway. 
And in the general joy of the houfe after all were baptized, 
we are told that he beteved in God; without any intimation 
“ that any other of his houfehold believed. (32) 

But it is objected that we do not know certainly whether 
anv of thofe houfeholds contained infasts or not. [ might 
reply, that it is highly improbable there fhould be three ta- 
milies taken indifcriminately, without any infanta in them. 
But waving this, let it be remembered, that we by no means 
plead for the baptifm of infants merely becaufe they are 
infants. We maintain that when a head of a family becomes 
by faith a difciple of Chrift, his children and fervants, whe. 
ther they be infants or not, are to be reckoned difciples and 
baptized, if they can properly be faid to belong to his houfe. 
hold. We all agree that thofe who are adults, and matters 
of their own actions, are to be received or rejeéied perfonal- 
ly on their own account. As to the reft, who they are that 
compofe the houfehould of the believer, the adminiftrator of 





opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken 
> ¢f Paul. And when she was baptised, and her household, 
9) she besought us, if ye have qudged me to be faithful to the 
9 Lord, come into my house, and abide there, And she con. 
Strained us. 

4 $1, Adts xvi. 33. And he took them the same hour of the 
Wy night, and washed their stripes, and was baptized, he and all 
his straightway. 

32. Acts xvi. 34. The original is, egelliasato panoiki 
pepisteukos to Theo; of which our verfion, he rejoiced, bes 
lieving in God with all his house, isnot accurate. The exe 
act tranflation is, he rejoiced with ail his house, he himself 
having believed in God: or, which is the fame thing, he hg¢v,» 
ng believed in God, rejoiced with all his house. 
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the ordinance mult judge in the exercife of his minifterial 
difcretion. It may perhaps be faid, that a man’s wife forms 
a part of his houfehold ; and therefore ought, on the fyftem 
I maintain, to be baptized in confequence of his profeffion ef 
faith. To this I anfwer, common fenfe teaches us, that the 
wife is not under the authority and pupilage of her hufband 
in the fame way that his children and domefticks are. She 
is in fact a joint, though in fome degree a fubordinate head 
with him over the family. But did I think otherwife, [ 
fhould feel myfelf obliged to admit the confequence, and act 
upon it; and by no means to relinquifh, on this account, the 
{criptural do&trine of houfehold baptifm. 

Let any man carefully and candidly review thefe inftan. 
ces of houfhold baptifm, as related in the new Teftament; 
and then fay whether, fuppofing the practice of the Apoftles 
not to have been as I have ftated it, their account of the mat- 
ter be not calculated to miflead the reader? This, I think, 
muft be acknowledged. But no Chriftian will fay there was 
adefign to miflead. Confequently, the Apoftles did prac. 
tife that baptifm for which I contend ; and their praétice co- 
incides perfectly with the commiffion under which they acted. 

The limits of this difcourfe forbid my expatiating on fe- 
veral paflages of the New Teftament, which combine, either 
direGtiy or indireétly, to eftablifh our doétrine. I cannot 
omit, however, to bring into view that remarkable text 
where the Apolile exprefsly denominates the children of a 
believerholy. or the unbelieving husband is sanctified by 
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the hus. 
band; else were your children unclean, but naw are they haly, 
(33) The import of this word, holy, has been already obfer- 
ved. It fignifies, dedicated to God; and when applied in the 
{criptures to perfons, is uniformly limited to thofe who are 
vifibly the people of God, and received into his church.— 
‘Thus the Jews, with their children, were called a holy na- 
tion, (34) not becaufe they all truly loved and ferved God; 
for this they did not: but becaufe they were his profeffing, 
vifible people, feparated to be fuch from the other nations of 
theearth. Thus vifible Chriftians are denominated holy, or 
faints; (35) and amongft them the Apoflie includes the 





35. 1 Cor. vii. 14. 34, Exod. xix. 6. And ye shall 
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 

55. 1 Pet. i. 9. Te are a chosen generation, a royal priest 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people. See the New Telty 
ment generally, 
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chiiuren of the veliever. I conclude, therefore, that the 
are the proper fubjecis of that ordinance which is the fign of 
their dedication to God, and the regular door of admiffion 
) into the vifible church. 

> ur brethren acknowlegde that the common meaning of 
Dam the word /o/y, which is here applied to the children of the 
believer, is as i have ftated. But they objet, that the fame 
+ thing is applied to the unbelieving parent, who is alfo faid to 
@ be fan@ifird or made holy by the believer. If, therefore, 
f this holinefs prove the baptifm of the children, they urge 
} that it will prove that of the unbelieving parentalfo. And 


ie } to avoid both thefe, they affert that the holinefs here menti= 
Me oned mult mean fomething quite different from what it does 
32% in all other places. Of this fingular meaning I fhall {peak at 
“em large prefertly. 

4 in acfwer to the objeGticn, [ muft obferve that there is 


fome inaccuracy in the tranflation of this text. The Apof. 
tle, {peaking of the parents, ufes the paft, not the prefent 
time.(36) ihe true verfion is, the unbelever hath been sancti- 
fied by the believer, The Apoftle is anfwering the queftion, 
whether a believer might lawfully continue in the marriage 
He ftate with the unbcliever? His decifion is that they fhould 
* not feparate: and he appears to reafon thus upon the point. 
¢ Let them continue together; for there have been inftans 
* ces heretofore of unbclievers brought to the faith and profef- 

fion of the true religion, and into the church of Chrift, by 
™ means of their believing partners: andthere is reafon to 
OS hope for the fame thingin future. And were it not for this 
O confoling profpeét, your children would be confidered un- 
1 clean, would not be admitted into the church: for there 
© would not be fufficient ground to hope that they would be 
) trained up as becometh Chriflians, which is the great reas 

SILL II LL LILDII DIGG IL ELL ILI LIED LIE LED 
| 586. Lhe original is, Lyiastai gar o aner 9 apistos, &c. I 
| make no apology for recurring fo frequently to critical emen- 
| dations of our verfion of the fcriptures. It is, in the gene- 
SF ral, auexceilent cne. But, whether people choofe to know 
® it or not, the fact is, that our Englifh tranflation of the Bible 
is the work of men uninfoired and fallible, however learned 
and upright. The original fcriptures alone are our infalli- 
ble ftandard; and they are as open to iaveftigation now as 
ever they were. Of our criticifms let thofe jndge whom 
learning has quatified for the office. Ithink I forefee a tor. 
rent of invedi.ve to be poured out upon this harnalefs note ; 
but I furefee, without the {mallet dread of it. 
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fon why any are received into the vifible church. But now 7 
are they holy, received into the church by baptifm, 
juft as they would be if both parents were believers.’ This 
interpretation appears to fet the whole matter in a natural 


and intelligible light. It completely removes the objection, | 7 
by affigning tothe holinefs here attributed to the parents and || 


the children an uniform meaning, namely that of dedication 
to God; which, at the fame time, is the uniform {criptural 
ufe of the word. 


According to our brethren, the Apoftle’s meaning is, that _ he: 


the children were legitimate, not baltards. Is not this fuf. | 
ficiently refuted by the fa&t, that though this word, holy, with 
its derivatives, be ufed about fix hundred times in the fcrip- 
tures, it never has, nor is any where elfe pretended to have 
any fuch meaning? But befides ; ifthis be indeed the Apof. 7 
tle’s meaning, about what, I pray, is he arguing? For hee. | — 
vidently does form an argument about fomething. Does he [> 
infer that the parents had been lawfully married to each o- [7 
ther, becaufe their children were legitimate ? Nothing could © 
be more abfurd ; for the legitimacy of children mutt ever 
take for granted the validity of their parents’ marriage, in 
ftead of proving it. loesthe Apofile mean to inform them, 


that if they had not been lawfully married, their children |) 
would have been baftards? Wonderful inftruétion this ine 7 
deed ! In fine, the queftion was not, whetherthe marriage 7! 


had been rightly formed according to the laws of their coune 
try, nor whether their children were legitimate or not ; for 
thefe things they muft have known quite as well as the A- 
poftle : but whether Chriftianity did not fo influence and 
modify the marriage relation, that when one of the parties 
became a believer, he or fhe fhould feperate trom the unbe- 
liever ; a point on which the early converts might naturally 
enough ftarta fcruple. To this queftion our brethren’s in* 
terpretation of the text exhibits no fhadow of an anfwer. 
Ours, on the other hand, applies dire@tly to the queftion. 
‘lhe parents are commanded not to feperate, becaufe there 
isreafon, from paftexperience, to hope that the believer 
may convert the unbeliever- And the lawfulnefs of their 
continuing together is farther illuflrated by an ailufion tothe 
well known praGtice of baptizing their children. Whether 
this expofition be not every way more worthy of acceptance 


than that of our brethren, I leave to every impartial inquir- | 7 


er after truth to determine. 


I thail clofe this train of reafcning refpeting the fubjects | a 


of Chriflian baptifm, by bring:ng into view, as bricfly as 
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pofible, the principal teftimonies of the ancient fathers of 
the church relative to this matter. 

But before [ produce any thing of this kind, it feems ne~ 
Pceffary to anfwer an objeftion which has often been urged 
‘to preclude the force of all fuch teftimonies in determining 
Wthe caufe. [tis objected that in proportion as we pay defer~ 
 Mence to the fathers, we -detract from the fufficiency of the 
Wcriptures as the rule of faith, The charge is a (erious one. 

Hino an{wer to it, let it be obferved, that we make a diftiaétion 

| between the dnfivinal opinions of the fathers, and their tef. 
“Petimony relative to matters of fat. In regard to the former, 

as they were uninfpired fallible, and fometimes fanciful 
_  Wemen, they were liable to miftakes as wellas we. We know 
that they did make many and great miftakes. And theres 

, Gore, as we have the fame fources of information ia matters 
_ of doMtrine which they had, we allow them in thefe no de- 
| @icifive authority. But in refpedt to matters of fact as they 
' | were men of veracity, and had full opportunity of knowing 





_ | Methofe facts, their teftimony mult be admitted and have its 
| @eproper weight. It is only their tettimony of this kind thag 
, @eLintend to ufe. The holy {criptures certainly contain every 
‘ © thing neceffary to be believed in order to falvation. But it 
behoves us to ufe every means in our power to affilt usin 
‘ i interpretation of fcripture. To this end, I venture to 
es _affert, few kinds of ftudy are fo ufeful as the ftudy of eccle. 
> fiaftical antiquity. And aproper attention to the diftinction 
above mentioned, with a careful regard to the character of 
® witneffes to matters of faét, will in general be fufficient to 
fecure us from errour. 
*, The confequences of rejeéling altogether the teftimo.s 
ny of the fathers extend farther, probably, thaa the objector 
apprehends. How do we know that the feveral books of 
ee New Teftament were written by thofe whofe names 
) they bear? Is it not by the teftimony of the ancient fathers? 
And if we are obliged to rely on their teftimony in a mat- 
: Hter of fo great importance, why fhould it not be received in 









7 4 sa cafe of lefs importance? Indeed the objection tends direct 
+ aly to the fubje@ion of all hiftory; for teftimony is the very 
7 foul of hiftory. 

. The teftimony of the fathers eftablifhes two points refpect- 


Wing the baptifm of children. The firft is the early and uni- 
Pvertal practice of it. ‘The fecond is its derivation from the 
WApoltles. I fhall confider each of thefe diilinétly. 

% Of thofe fathers whofe works have come down to our 
| times, Lertullian is the fir who unequicocally mentions the 
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baptifm of children. He flourifhed about the clofe of the fe. 
cond century, that is, an hundred years after the age of the 
Apoftles. He evidently fpeaks of the baptifm of children as a 
prevailing praétice at that time. (37) It is true he diffuades 
from it. But, befides that he does not venture to condemn 
the praftice as an unauthorized novelty, which omiffion 
greatly diminifhes the weight of his oppofition, it will not 
be difficult to prove that it has no weight at all. An opin. 
ion appears to have arifen very early in the church, that fins 
committed after baptifm could hardly be pardoned. Ter- 
tullian himfelf avows this opinion. (38) He fays that there is 
but one repentance after baptifm. On this ground it 1s that 
he recommends, very erroneoufly, as all agree, to delay 
the baptifm even of adult difciples in certain circumitances, 
becaule they are liable to flrong temptations to fin. (39) 
Hoiding fuch a principle, it is by no means firange that he 
fhould diflike the baptizing of little children ; and it is evi- 
dent that fuch oppofitionto it has no julft claim to our res 
gard. 

Origen flourifhed in the former part of the third century, 
Hits fame for extenfive knowledge has filled the world. His 
teftimony that the baptifm of children was the common prac- 
tice of the church is exprefs and repeated. (40) 

About the year of our Lord, 257, Cyprian fat in coun- 
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37, Amongft other things he fays, ** What is there that 
fhou'd compel this innocent age toreceive baptifm? And 
fince they are not yet allowed the difpofal of temporal goods, 
is it reafonable that they fhould be entrufled with the con. 
cerns of heaven?” 

38. ** God was willing that, though the gate of remif- 
fion was shut, and the grace of baptifia refufed forever to 
thofe who had forfeited their baptifmal innocence, they 
fould yet have ooe remedy left, which is a fecond 
repentance ; but that is granted to them but once.” 

39. ** [tis proper to make thofe who are not married 
wait for fome time, [before they be baptized,] by reafon of 
the temptations which they have to undergo tll they are 
matried, or have attained to the gift of conftancy.” 

40. * Let it be confidered, fays he, what the caufe is, 
fince the baptifm of the church is given for the re miffion of 
fins, that baptifm fheuld, according to the obfervance [or 
cuftom] of the church, be given to little ones alfo.” = A- 
gain; ** {be church hath received tratition from the Apof- 
tles to give baptifm to little ones alfo.” 
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¢il with fixty-fiz other bifhops. To this council had been 
referred the queftion, whether it were lawful to baptize 
children before the eighth day ? Which quettion was unani« 
moufly anfwered in the affirmative. Here we fee clearly 
that the bantiim of children was the practice of the church 
at that day ; fince in a folemn affembly of fixty~feven bifhops 
and on a {crupulous queftion relative to the time of baptize 
ing children, not a doubt was ftarted againft their right in 
general to the ordinance. 

But it is needlefs to multiply teftimonies on this point. 
Our Baptift brethren acknowledge the fact, that the praee 
tice for which I contend was very early and extenfive, or 
rather univerfal, throughout the Chriftian church. Nor 
can they produce one teftimony to fhow that it was an ine 
novation. Now is it credible that it fhould have been fuch, 
and yet have gained, in fo fhort a time as ao hundred years, 
fo univerfal an eftablifhment, and all this without oppofiti« 
on ? For as to Tertullian, is it conceivable that he fhould 
weakly attempt to prove the inexpediency of baptizing 
children, if he could have afferted it to be a mere novelty 
of human invention ? Had it been fuch, muft he not have 
known it? And would not this have been an argument infie 
nitely more proper for the purpofe of deftroying its credit 
than the flimfy ones he has ufed? Yes, moft certainly. It 
follows, therefore, thatno fuch thing could with truth be 
urged againft the practice ; in other words, that it was foune 
ded on the authority of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and handed 
down to the church by his Apoftles. 

This leads me to the other and moft important point to be 
proved by the teftimony of the Fathers. 

Origin afferts exprefsly, that the church had received 
tradition from the Apoftles to baptize little ones, as well as 
adults. [41] 

Auguftin, who flourifhed about the clofe of the fourth 
century, afferts fubfantially the fame thing again and again. 
He fays that the baptifm of infants is a tradition of the uni- 
verfal church ; [42] that it is founded on the higheft authos 
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41. See his teftimony before cited, note 40. 


42, “ This, fays he, is held as tradition by the univerfal 
church, when little children are baptized, who furely are 
Rot yet able to believe with the heart,” &¢, 
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rity ; (43) that it cannot be doubted of, (44) And it is rew 
markable that one of the arguments which he urges mo 
confidently againft the Pelagians is derived from this prace 
tice. He proves that infants are fubjeé&t to original fin from 
their being baptized ; for in thote days the principal end of 
baptifm was f{uppofed to be the removal of origiual fin.— 
His adverfaries, though much preifed and perplexed by the 
argument, could not deny the practice on which Auguftin 
founded it, (45) which they doubtlefs could and would have 
done, had it been an innovation made after the days of the 
Apottles. 

Auguttin was prefent at the Milevitan council, held about 
the year of our Lord 440. This council declares, ‘ that 
the dodirine of baptizing little children is fuch as the cay 
tholick church, every where diffuled, always underftood and 
afferted.” 

Now thefe teftimonies are made by men who had the beft 
opportunities of knowing the truth cof what they teftify; 
and of whole veracity there is no reafon to doubt. They 
prove the faéts for which they are adduced, jufi as all other 
ancient facts are proved. We cannot, therefore, confifte 
ently withhold our affent, without deaying to teflimony and 
hiftory in general that credit which they have always jullly 
poffeffed. And whereas it is fometimes objected that ma. 
ny fuperftitious ceremonies crept into the Chriftian church, 
€ven at a very early veriod, and therefore ftand on the 
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43. “ The dorine itfelf [of baptizing infants] gives us no 


trouble, being long fince founded in the catholick church by 
the higheft authority.” Speaking of Cyprian, and the de 
cree before mentioned, Augufline fays, * Blefl-d Cyprian, 
not making any new decree, but keeping the faith of the 
church moft firm, decreed with a fet number of his fellow 
bifheps, that a child new-born might be baptized.” 


44. “ The queftion between them [the Pelagians] and 
us. is not whether infants are to be baptized. Let no man 
make doubt of this; feeing neither do they doubt of this 
who contradict us in the other queftion ;” [that is, concerns 
ing the benefit of baptifm. } 


45. They are reprefled, fays Auguftine, by the authori- 
ty ofthe church. For if they fay that Chrift profits not in- 
fants baptized, thev plainly affirm that infants are fuperfiue 
oufiy bapiized. Bus this they dare not fay.” 
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Tame cround of ancient practice with infant-baptifm; ft is 
of importance to obferve that the fathers do not affert of 
any of thofe ceremonies that they were handed down trom 
the Apollies. But of the baptifm of children they do af- 
fert it; which remarkable diftin¢étion gives to the latter a 
decided fuperiority. On the whole, thefe venerable tef. 
timonics of antiquity, fo completely in our favour, add no 
littie coufirmation to the dottrine I have been labouring to 
etabiith, And with them I clofe this part of the contro. 
verly. 

{ proceed now tothe queftion refpecting the mode of 
Chriftian baptifm; which will require much lefs of our 
time than the former. I fhall briefly offer the reafons 
wnich induce me to beiieve that the law of the ordinance 
enjoins only the religious application of water, leaving the 
mode of applying it indifferent and difcretionary. 

By examining the New Veftament we find that the great 
figeificant defien of baptifm is to reprefent, by the ufe of 
water, the purification of the foul from fin. This is often 
inculcated in the writings both of the Evangelilis and the 
Apoities, 1 fhall give two or three inflances. Arise, faid 
Anznias to Scul, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins. 
(46; Uhe Apoitle Peter, makiog a comparifon between the 
ancient food aud Chriftiaa baptifm, declares that duptism 
doth also now save us, not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of e@e good conscience toward God, 
(47) Again; i/e saved us, fays the Apofile Paul, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Hely Ghost.(48) 
This being the fignificant meaning ot baptifm, we fied the 
ordinance commonly alluded to under the general term of 
washing. Sometimes perhaps it is alluded to under the 
notion of immerfion. (49) It is remarkable alfo that the 
fpiritual cleanfing reprefented by baptifm is faid to be ef. 
feGted by the sprinkling of the blood of Fesus Christ; (50) 
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46, Adts xxii. 16. | 47.1 Pet. iii, 2t. | 48. Tit. iii, 5. 


49. Buried with Christ by or in baptism.—Rom. vi 4 
Col. ii. 12. I fay perhapsimmerfion is here alluded to ; for 
it really is by no means certain. 


50. 1 Peter i. 2. Elec? according to the fore knowledze 
of God the Father, through sanéification of the Spirit unte 
obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of Fesus Christ. 






















and Chriftians are faid to have their hearts sprinkled 
Jrom an evil conscience. (31) From all which it feems rea. 
fonable to conclude that it is fimply the application of wa- 
ter, and not the quantity, nor any particular mode of apply- 
ing it, which was intended to reprefent the purifying of the 
foul from fin; and confequently that no particular mode is 
exclufively enjoined as effential to the ordinance. 

But we mvift attend to the word baptifm itfelf. Baptize 
and baptism are merely Greek words with Englifh termina- 
tions; the latter of which is formed from the former. We 
may objerve, that the verb, to baptize, and its derivatives, 
are uniformly ufed in the New Teftament to exprefs fome 
application ot water with a religious view, except where 
they are figuratively applied to things of a fpiritual nature. 
They never exprefs there any common ufe of water; as 
will be evident to any one who makes the inveftigation.— 
"Ihe word being thus evidently limited in its fcriptural ap- 
plication, our bufinefs is fimply to afcertain what it means 
when ufed in the New Teflitament, without regard to ita 
2pplication in profane authors. Indeed this laft is an ultis 
mate refort in the explication of fcriptural language, and 
is only to be adopted when all other methods fail. 

Now we fhal! find, by a careful examination of this point, 
that the word has a general fignification, comprehendin 
various modes of applying water. Weare informed by thé 
Evangelift Matthew, that the Scribes and Pharisees came to 
Fesus, saying, Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition 
of the elders? For they wash not their hands when they eat 
éread. (52) But when Luke tells us that the Pharisee 
marvelled that Fesus had not first washed betore dinner, he 
ufes a different word. Had uniformity been preferved in 
our verfion, if in this inflance it can be called a verfion, we 
fhould have heard this Kvangelift fay, the Pharifee marvel- 
Jed that our Lord had not been baptized before dinner. [53} 
It is evident that the two paflages refer to the fame cuftom; 
and confequently that the words wash and baptize are ufed 
fynonimoufly. The certainty of this appears to have led 
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51. Heb. x. 22. Letus draw near with a true heart, in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an. 
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 

52. Mat. xv. 1 2. 

53, Luke xi. 38. Olt ou proton ebaptisthe. See alfe 
Alark vii. 3 4, in the original. . 
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our tranflators to render the two original words by the 
fame word in our language. [54] 

But there is one text to this purpofe which deferves par. 
ticular attention; and appears to me perfectly decifive of 
the point. ‘he Apoftle {peaking of the Jewith ritual fays 
that it consisted in meats and drinks and divers washings, — 
According to the original, it is, divers baptisms ; or rather, 
different, various baptisms. [55] Under this expreffion are 
evidently included all the ceremonial purifications prefcri. 
bed by the Mofaick law, whether by water, or blood, or 
mixed fluids. Now by attending to thofe purifications, we 
find that. fome of them were performed by {prinklivg, others 
by wafhing in the ufual way, and others by immerfing or 
bathing the body. [56} Nay, the Apofile himfelf, in the 
context, fhews that {prinkling is included in his various bap. 
tisms. For if, fays he, the blood of bulls and of goats, and 
the ashes of anheifer, sprinkling the unclean, sunclifieth to 
the purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of 
Christ &Sc. And again; he, Mofes, took the biood of calves, 
&e. aud sprinkled both the book and all the people. Moreo- 
ver, he sprinkled likewise with blood both the tabernacle, and 
all the vessels of the ministrye Hence then I derive, a come 
plete proof that any application of water, together with the 
other requifites enjoined, conftitutes a true baptifm, accor, 
ding to the language of the New Teflament. And whag 
right have our Baptift brethren to fet up a new and different 
vocabulary of their own upon this fubject; It appears, 
therefore, both from the fcriptural meaning of the ordi. 
nance and from the {criptural ufe of the word, that the 
mode of applying water in baptifm is a matter of indiffer, 
ence. And.as our Lord has thus left us at liberty, we will 
not, nay we dare not, fubject ourfelves to bondage in this 
matter. 

{ muft alfo afk our brethren what they think of the bap- | 
tifm of tables, or as it ought to be rendered, of beds, which 
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54. Dr. Campbell, who concedes to the Baptifts more, I 
think, in regard to immerfion, than truth will warrant, 
tranflates Luke’s original quoted in the laft note, The Pha- 
risee was surprised to observe that he used no washing bee 
fore dinner. , 
55. Heb. ix. 10, Diaphorois baptismois. 


66. See the Mofaick ceremonial law generally. 
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eve are informed the Jews held and praftifed ? (57) Did they 
immerfe thefe in water? It is in the higheft degree impro~ 
bable that they did. And this confirms my pofition that 
the word Baptism is ufed in the New-Teftament with a 
great extent of fignification. : 

But it is faid that the Apcftles baptized by immerfion, 
and that we are bourd by their example. _It may be that 
they did in fome inftances ; but I do not know how it can be 
infallibly proved. There are inflances in which their having 
ufed immerfion is highly improbable. How could the A- 
poftles immerfe three thoufand in one day, or rather part of 
a day, whom the hiftory implies to have been baptized ?(58) 
Can it be fuppofed that the jailor and his houfehold went at 
midnight to a place convenient for immerfion? Efpecially 
when we find that Paul and Silas pofitively refufed to leave 
the prifon next morning until they were publickly difiniffed 
by the magiftrates.(69) Thefe things our brethren find 
great difficulties in explaining ; difficulties which our doce 
trine at once removes, and which cannot be removed, fo 
far as I can fee,in any other way. Again; while the A~ 
poftle Peter was preaching to Cornelius and his friends, the 
Holy Ghost fell on allthem who heard the word. Then said 
Peter, Gan any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized, who have received the Holy Ghost us well as we # 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the 
Lord. [60] Does not this form of {peaking clearly imply 
that water was to be brought for the baptifm of thefe con- 
verts ? Muft not the Apcitie have ufed a different phrafeo. 
logy, had he intended that they fhould leave the houfe, and 
go to a place convenient for immerfion? Let the candid 
reader judge. It is moreover well worthy of remark, that 
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54. Mark vii, 4—Boptimus——klinan: Baptisms of beds. 
Campbell. 

58. Ads ii. 41—** The fame day there were added unto 
them about three thoufand fouls.” 

59, Aéts xvi 37.—** But Paul faid unto them, they have 
beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have 
caft us into prifon, and now do they thruft us out privily ?: 
Nay, verily,but let them come themfelves and fetch us out.” 
verfe 39. ‘* And they came and befought them, and brought 
them out, and desired them to depart out of the city.” 

60, Adis x. 44, 47. 





there is not an inftance in the New Teftament of any per- 
fon removing from the place where he made his profefliow 
of faith, in order to be baptized. 

It does appear from ecclefiattical hiftory that baptifm was 
commonly adminiftered by immerfion in the early ages of 
the church. And this renders it likely that it was fome~ 
times fo adminiftered by the Apofiles. Butif they did ufe 
immerfion, I cannot admit the conclufion which our Baptift 
brethren draw fromit. The Apoftles had good reafons, 
doubtlefs, for immerfing their difciples, it they did immerfe 
them: but this does not prove that they confidered it eflens 
tial to the ordinance, or defigned to abridge the liberty of 
Chriftians in this matter. Their own writings, already ci- 
ted, refpeéting the fpiritual fignification of baptifm, and their 
ufe of the word, prove that the ordinance is rightly admini-« 
ftered by the application of water inany way. And their 
practice renders it next to abfolutely certain that they did 
not always ufe immerfion. They may have baptized by 
immerfion fometimes, merely in condefcenfion to the pres 
judices of the early converts ; as moft Pedobaptifts, 1 tup» 
pofe, would do now, if occafion required. [Thus we find the 
Apoltle Paul circumcifing Timothy becaufe of the Jews(61) 
though no man fuppofes this example to be bindin 
onChriftians. ‘This Apoftle himfelf warmly oppofed thofe 
who taught that circumcifion was neceflary to falvation (62). 

While our brethren plead Apoltolic exampie fo ftrenout- 
ly in regard to the circumftantials of pofitive inflitutions, 
why do they not confine themfelves to unleavened bread in 
the Lord’s {upper ; as it is certain our Lord and his Apof. 
thes did at the time of its inftitution ? [63] Why do they not 
alfo partake of the Lord’s fupper reclining upon couches ? 
For this was certainly the pofture originally ufed ; and was 
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61. Als xvi. 3.— Him would Paul have to go forth 
with him; and took and circumcised him, becaufe of the 
Jews who were in thofe quarters : for they knew all that his 
Father was a Greek.” 

62. Gal. v. 6—“ For in Jefus Chrift neither circumcifion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcifion; but faith which 
worketh by love.” 

63. Such was the law of the paffover, Exod. xti.8. “ They 


fhall eat the fleth in that night roaft with fire, and unleavene 
¢d bread.” 
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the common pofture of the ancients at alltheir meals. Hf 
our baptifm be an imitation of that of Chrift, why do not our 
brethren take care to adminifter it only to fuch fubjects as are 
about thirty years of age, as our Lord was at the time when 
John baptized him ? (64) Thefe circumftances appear, tor 
ought that I can learn, to be of as much importance as the 

articular mode of baptifm. In other words, neither is at 
all effential to be obferved. 

As we hear fo much from our brethren about the neceffity 
of following our Lord into the water, I cannot help obfer. 
ving, by the way, that his baptifm was quite a fingular 
cafe, except merely as to the external aétion. He could not 
be baptized unto repentance; for his innocence made re. 
pentance impoffible to him. It was not the baptifm of the 
Chriftian church, that not being inftituted until after our 
Lord’s refurrection, and by the commiffion cited at the head 
of this difcourfe. Many circumftances evince that John’s 
was not the Chriftian baptifm; particularly this, that the 
Apoftle Paul, having found fome difciples who had receiv. 
ed only John’s baptifm, required them to be baptized a. 
gain, with the Chriftian baptifm ; and accordingly, they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Fesus. |65.] 

Finally, the queftion between our Baptiit brethren and 
us is not whether immerfion be a lawful mode of baptifm, 
for this we readily allow; but whether it be abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, fo that there can be no valid baptifm without it? 
The latter is their opinion. But I prefume it has been fuf- 
ficiently proved that the mode of applying water in bap- 
tifm is left free, as one of thofe difcretionary circumftan. 
tials which are found, more or les, to attend all pofitive in- 
ftitutions. 

It is time now that we halten to a conclufion. — 

I am fenfible how difficult it is to remove opinions which 
have long been fixed in the mind; and more efpecially, 
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64. Luke iii. 2g —Immediately after our Lord’s baptifm, 
the Evangelift intorms us, “that Jcfus began to be about 
thirty years of age.” 

65. Acts xix. 1 —— 5—As to the defign of our Lord’s 
being baptized by John, I believe the beft light may be ob. 
tained by fludying Exod. xxix 4. Num. iv. 3, 47. Compar- 
ed with Matt, iii. 15; and Luke iii. 21, 22,23. Whichl 
lave the intelligent reader to confult for himfelf, 


. ater inn 
ORS AOE eS Fe Saat 











when thofe opinions are made aterm of religious diftinc. 
tion, Many are the volumes which have been written on 
this controverfy. The powers of genius and learning have 
been exhaufted in it; but few have been brought over from 
that fide to which they had at firft attached themfelves.— 
The demand for exprefs precept or example in favour of 
houtehold baptifm, as we hold it, is fill obftinately urged 
by thofe who oppofe us. Our principal arguments are not 
ftrictly of this kind ; and therefore make but little impreffion 
on the minds of our brethren. To them [can only farther 
fay, that we fincerely love them as fellow-difciples of our 
common Redeemer ; that in regard to this controverfy, we 
defire only a fair hearing ; that we truft they as well as we 
are confcientioufly feeking for the truth; and truth, we 
doubt not, will finally prevail. 

If any are brought to doubt the validity of their baptifm 
in infancy, it is furely a reafonable advice and requeft that 
they be not precipitate in forming a conclufion againft it. 
They ought carefully to diftinguifh for themfelves between 
fuch doubts, and the being fatisfied on the other fide. Ing 
dependently of the arguments advanced in the caufe, moe 
defty certainly becomes us in our inquiries; fince this docs 
trine has, through fo many ages, been believed and atted 
upon by fo many eminently wife and godly men. ‘To fuch 
perfons as | am now addrefling, I have only to recommend 
a patient examination of the fcriptures upon the fubjedt, 
with earneft prayer to God for light and inttruction. 

To thofe who believe the doétrine I have been maintain- 
ing. I fhall offer a few reflections, by way of improvement. 

We have already feen that baptifm, in its moft compre. 
henfive view, reprefents the purification of the foul from fin. 
itis fuited, therefore, to promote piety in the foul, by call. 
ing to our remembrance the moft important doétrines of 
our holy religion, It fuggefts {lrongly the depravity, the 
moral pollution of our nature; the unfpeakable love of God 
in providing the means of deliverance ; the almighty effica- 
cy uf the blood of Chrift, fhed for our redemption, and ap- 
plied by the renewing and fandlifying agency of the Holy 
Spirit. Such are the objeéts fenfibly reprefented in Chrif- 
tian baptifm, and which ought to fill our minds when we 
contemplate the ordinance: an exercife fitted to excite in 
us the deepeft humility, the moft fervent love and gratitude 
to God, the livelieft joy in believing; in fhort, every holy 
2ff-Gtion and temper which enters into the compofition of 
the Chriftian character. & 








— 58 — 


In fubordination to this general view, we alfo find that 


baptifm is made the ftanding mode of admiffion into the vie 
fibtle church. The Apoltolick commiffion itfelf fugpetts 
this ; anditis elfewhere flili more exprefsly inculcated.— 
Weare ull biptized, fays the Apoftle, into one body ; (66) 
that is. into the church of Chrift. Again; As many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ have put onGhrist; (67) 
that is, have put on the Chrillian name and profeffion.— 
Ordinarily, therefore, no perfon is to be confidered a meme 
ber of Chrift’s vifible church, until he be introduced and 
dedicated to God by baptifm, according to his appointment. 

Now the church may properly be confidered as a f{chool 
of religious inftruétion. Our Lord Jefus Chrift is by his 
Spirit the fupreme Teacher ; and all the members are his 
difciples or fcholars. Earthly teachers alfo are appointed 
to adminifter the word, for the inftru€lion of the difciples 
in the knowledge of divine truth. The difciples make va- 
rious proficiency in this heavenly ftudy. Some have learn. 
ed but little ; others are farther advanced. But it is en. 
joined on all to attend to the means appointed, that they 
may continually grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Fesus Christ. (68) Into this facred 
{chool believers are, by a gracious conflitution, permitted 
and required to have their children entered, to the end that 
they alfo may partake of the means of grace, and learn the 
things which belong to their everlaiting peace. 

When, therefore, you prefent your children to baptifm, 
you publickly dedicate them to the teaching and authority 
of the Redeemer; folemnly recognifing your obligations on 
their behalf. And it becomes you mott ferioufly to confi. 
der the duties incumbent upon you in regard to them.— 
You are naturally appointed the fir guardians and inftrucs 
tors of your children ; and you are indifpenfibly bound to 
guide them, as far as in you lies, in obedience to the com- 
mandmentsof God. [his was again and again enjoined 
on the ancient people of God: and you are equally come 
manded at this day to bring up your children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. (69) 
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66. 1 Cor. xii. 13, 
67. Gal. ii. 17, 


68. 2 Pet. Vil. 18. 
6Y, Eph. Vi. 4, 
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As your tafk is an arduous one, and calls for your utmolt 
exertions, fo you have high encouragements to animate you 
in the performance of it. Tra:mnup a child, fays the wife 
man, 72 the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
depart from:t. (70) Common experience ttill confirms 
the general truth of-this maxim. We all know how great 
is the ittrength and efficacy of early religious impreffions.— 
God often bleffes them, fo as to caufe the good feed thus 
early fown to bring forth, fooner or later, the ripe fruits of 
holinefs and falvation, In proportion as the religious edu- 
cation of children is attended to, we commonly fee true pi. 
ety flourifh and abound ; as, on the other hand, the neglect 
of fuch education is one of the moft fruitful fources of vice 
and trreligion. Let chriftian parents, therefore, be vigilant 
and perfevering in this good work. Reftrain your children 
from fin. ‘Leach them diligently the way of life. Pray to 
God for a bleffing on your labours ; and enjov the pleafing 
hope fet before you that they fhall not be in vain. 

To the children who have been thus brought into the 
fchool of Chrift by baptifm I muft obferve, that you ae 
highly privileged indeed. The church generally, and your 
parents in particular, are folemniv engaged in watching over 
you, and teaching you the way of falvation. Be perfuaded 
then to liften to infiru€tion, and to remember your Creator 
én the days of your youth. (71) Contider the obligations 
you are under, and the awful account you have to render to 
God for the improvement you make of your diftinguilhed 
privileges. By the order of Chrift you have been received 
as his vifible difciples. But this will be of no advantage to 
you; the prayers, the labours of your pious parents and of 
the church will increafe your guilt and condemnation at the 
judgment-feat of Chrift; ifyou neglect to become his dif. 
ciples in heart as well as im name. Let religion then be 
the objeét of your firft concern, your moft ardent purfuit. 
Seek the favour of God above all things; and never forget 
that the fear of the Lord 1s the beginning of wisdom. (72 

When fhall thofe happy days arrive, that we fhall fee pa. 
rents fteadily employed in promoting family piety; like 
faithful Abraham, ftriétly commanding their children and 
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31 =6Eccl. xii. 1. 
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tieir househoids after them to keep the way of the Lord? (73) 
When fthall we tee children univerfally and eagerly inqui. 
ring for the road to Zion, humble and docile in learning 
their duty, and growing in piety and devotion to God as 
they grow in years? How different will the face of things 
then be from what itis at prefent! It will be heaven begun 
upon earth! Such events we hope for; and are comforted, 
in all our troub!es, by looking forward to that bleffed period 
when the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea; (74) and when all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God. (75) 
SII IS 

wo The preceding piece is fo long that the Editors 
would have divided it, could that have been done without 
breaking the conneétion, fo as to leffen the force of the rea 
foning. But as a divifion could not take place without in- 
jury to the piece itfelf, we truft our readers will be belt plea- 
fed to fee it entire. Our own opinion of the merits of the 
effay is fuch, that we would have been extremely unwilling 
to do any thing which might diminifh its value. 
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For the Virginia Religious Magazine. 





MIDNIGHT THOUGHTS. 


Tue darknefs and filenceof night furround me. The world 
is buried in the infenfibility of fleep ; except «he votaries 
of difipation who turn night into day by their revels, and 
the children of affilion whom forrow deprives of reft.— 
Except alfo a few others who love to fpead this midnight 
hour in penfive meditation, calling to remembrance days 
that are paft, mufing on abfent objects of affeGtion, or build- 
ing airy ichemes of happinefs which may perhaps never be 
realized. 

Let me alfotake an excurfion of ferious thought. Let 
me bring my paft life into review ; and afk, what degree of 
happincls has the world hitherto afforded me ? 
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As to the period of chilchood, I am very prone to confi- 
der ita period of entire enjoyment, a continued courfe of 
pleafures unminglcd with the anxieties of riper years. But 
fober reafon and obfervation, yea memory itfelf, when £ 
carefully exercife it, convinces me that this is nothing but 
a bright illufion of che imagination. At that age we are 
comparatively very incapable either of pleafure or pain.— 
Neither extends far bevond mere fenfytion ; fince the une 
derftanding is almoft a ftranger to the light oftruth, and the 
heart to the fweetnefs of affection. Yet, fuch as they are, 
childhood has its pains as well as its pleafures ; and they are 
mingled and proportioned to each other very nearly as in 
the other ftages of life. But did the imagination paint thofe 
days juftly ; were they as free from forrow and as full of 
delight as it reprefents them ; they are now fled forever : 
and there is as much pain as pleafure in the remembrance 
of them. 

And what better have I found in the progrefs of youth ? 
Alas, vouth as well as childhood is vanity. My defires and 
wifhes have increafed much more than my gratifications. 
I would not undervalue the gifis of an indulgent Providence ; 
but thofe very gifts have frequently proved occafions of un- 
eafinefs. Mott of the years of my youth were devoted to 
ftudy. Such a life is by no means without its fatisfactions ; 
but they are fcanty indeed when regarded as an ultimate re- 
fource. For as aconfcioufnefs of ignorance is exceedingly 
difquieting to him who thirfts for knowledge, it is no lefs 
true on the other hand that he who encreafeth knowledge 
increafeth forrow. Let me turn to pleafures of the heart. 
God has given me affectionate and ufeful friends : precious 
bleffings indeed ! But where are they now? The grave con- 
tains fome ; I have been from time to time feperated from 
the reft: andthe more we loved each other, the more keenly 
has feperation afflicted us. I retain all my affection for 
them ; but I enjoy not their fociety, and can feldom even 
hear how they profper. As to mankind at large, I have 
accullomed myfelf to expect but litle kindnefs from them, 
and have found {till lefs; With the exception of a few gen- 
tle and generous fpirits, [ have found that every man liveth 
tohimfelf. Each is too bulv with his own concerns to at: 
tend much to the hanpinefs of others, 

Does the world offord me haypinefs at the prefent time? 
Ahno! My hearttoo fenfibly feels its wants to be at eafe. 
i fee comforts which I think would be great indeed, but [ 
cengot reach them: and defire ungratified is pain. How 
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perverfely do I often overlook and forget the gifts ofa 
bountiful Providence which I poffefs, in the eager pur.uit 
after {omething more ! In fine, the paft, whatever it was, is 
fied. ‘The prefent is far from fatisfaGtory. I mutt detake 
myfelf therefore tothe future, the common refuge of the 
uneaty heart of man 

Sweet hope ! Thou foother of the anxious foul ! T obferve 
thy {parkling eve, andthe fprightly fpread of thy wings.— 
But let caution attend thy flight. Many confiderations are 
ready to check thy foaring confidence. How liable are we 
to miffake in cur judgment of the thirgs which would con. 
duce to our bappinefs! How often does our fort fight de. 
ceive us with vain appearences ! Very often does the heart 
run before the underftanding in grafping its favourite ob. 
jes. Too late we fine our errour, and lament that we have 
embraced mifery inftead of blifs. But I dif{mifs thts fear, 
Suppofe my judgment to be completely correct concerning 
the objects of purfuit ; yet how precarious and uncertain 
is the attainment. How often does fond and fanguine ex. 
peclation come back pale with difappointment, and blaft the 
gzy vifions of years in a moment! But fuppofe TU dilinils 
this fear alfo: ftill how unftable, how fleeting is the poffefi. 
on of earthly good! Every thing below the fkies is liable 
to change. The higheft triumph of jov may be quickly turn: 
ed into tears, and treafures of blifs deftroyed by one affiic. 
tive flroke. Finally the foul of man is naturally formed 
for the knowledge and and enjoyment of boundlefs perfec. 
tion. This earth, with all her furniture, is too little ro fauf- 
fy its defires ; and poor are her richeft pleafures, unlefs they 
be conneéted with and fubordinated to the hope of an infin. 
ite and everlafling inheritance. 

The world then cannot make me happy. Do I take plea. 
fure in giving myfelf gloomy views of human life? I think 
not. ‘Thefe feem to be the diétates of experience, and the 
conclufions of fober reafon. If I pronounce myfelf to be in 
the midift of a fcene of {orrow, it is that I may be prompted 
to feek true felicity where it may affuredly be found. And 
where fhall I findit? [look around with earneft enquiry. 
O that I could lay this weary ' «ad upon the bofom of un- 
failing love! And why may [ not? L behold that bl fled re- 
treat where the mourner finc's repofe. Contemplate it O 
my foul, with reverence, wonder, and gratitude.  Itis the 
bosom of Ged! The Son of God who dwells ever in the bo- 
fom of the Father reveals that dear refuge, and bids me 
come. In tears and in blood cur [mmaauelhath toiled and 
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fuffered to make it accefible to me a finner.- Thither will 
LT refort; there will I caft my cares, and there {hall I find 
my happinefs. 

* Father of mercies! Inexhauftible Source of all good ! 
Giver of all confolation! I come unto thee guilty for par 
don through Jefus thy Son, in whom thou art ever well 
pleafed. {I come to thee fintul for fanétification by thy Hoe 
ly Spirit. Spurn me not from thee, O Lord, though I have 
tranigreffed againft thee. I come to thee needy and help. 
lefs, weary and heavy- laden, for peace and reft. O take me 
to thyfelf, though moft unworthy, as a child to the bofom of 
atender parent. The precious promifes of thy gofpel are 
abundantly fufficient for my wants; I embrace them, and 
caft my foul and my body onthy care. Shed abroad thy love 
in my heart, and fuftain me by thy grace. Redeem me by 
thy mighty power frem the vanities of this poor world.— 
Give me the vidlory over its enfnaring temptations. Sup- 
port my foul from finking under its troubles, by the exercife 
of that faith which layeth hold on invifible eternal objedts; 
by that hope which, as an anchor of the foul both fure and 
fledfaft, entereth into the things within the vail. O train 
me up in the way of holinefs, and bring me at length to thy 
kingdom of glory, thy everlafting reft Amen.’ 

PHILANDER. 
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For the Virginia Religious Magazine. 
THE ROSE, 


Jura, this blufhing flow’r receive, 
The fweeteft May herfelf can give, 
Adorn’d with all her niceft care, 

A lively emblein of the fair. 

The rofe will fade, it haftes to die, 
And foon muft ceafe to pleafe the eye ; 
So, Julia, muft thy youthful bloom 
Submit to time’s ungentle doom : 

The charms of that enchanting face, 
Thy mein, and ev’ry namelefs grace, 
Refiftlefs age will foon affail, 

And all the light of beaucy fail. 

The rofe mutt fade, but full can boah 
Its grateful fragrance is not loft ; 
So, Julia, though the hand of time 
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Deftroy thy lovely youthful prime, 

The brighter beauties of thy mind 

Shall not be loft, but more refin’d : 

Thy fprightly fenfe, thy feeling heart, 
hy manners free from tinfel art, 

Thy love to virtue’s facred caufe, 

Thy firi& regard to all her laws, 

Thy cheerful air and fmile ferene 

In which the peace of heav’n is feen ; 

Vhefe charms fhall ftill, as now, controul 

Thy own Philander’s faithful foul. 
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For the Virginia Religicus Magazine. 
THE HAPPINESS OF EARLY RELIGION, 


1. Happy the youth whofe heart prefers 
Religion’s heav’nly road ; 

Who gives his beft, his earlieft years 
To wifdom and to God. 

2. Supported by Almighty Love 
His foul no terrour knows: 

Onward his fleady footfteps move 
Through hofts of envious foes. 

3. In vain the world with countlefs wiles 
Exerts her treach’rous art ; 

Firm faith from all her threats and {miles 

i Securely guards his heart. 

i 4, Of light and ftrength from day to day 

He gains a frefh fupply ; 

Unwearied runs in virtue’s way 
To win the prize on high. 

5. No guilty fear nor bluthing fhame 
Difturbs his facred reft : 

| Honour and praife attend his name, 

t And gladnefs fills his breaft. 

Hig 6. Thus bleft he lives, and when he dies 

Death is his richeft gain : 
Well pleas’d he yields his breath, and flies 
With Chrift his Lord to reign. 
PHILANDER. 
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